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The negative epistemic conception of hallucinatory experience
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Abstract

Many people think that the objects of perceptual experience are mind independent and
those objects present to the mind. Many people also accept that hallucination is possible.
But according to the argument from hallucination, the everyday conception of perception is
incompatible with the possibility of hallucination and the everyday conception is therefore
false. Yet, disjunctivists argue that the conjunction of these views is not inconsistent. They
deny that there is anything of the sort common between veridical perception and hallucination.
According to disjunctivism, despite the indiscriminability, the mental state involved in a
veridical perception is of a different kind from the hallucinatory state. Disjunctivists therefore
have to explicate the notion of hallucinatory experience. The negative epistemic conception of
hallucinatory experience is one of them. This article examines whether the negative epistemic
conception of hallucinatory experience is reasonable. One of the criteria for examining the
problem comprehensively is proposed and it is shown how the criterion deals with the problem
of “impersonal idealization”.
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