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This study clarifies the structure of the food supply for the school meals in Joso City through an
analysis of the linkage among the utilization, supply and actual production of local agricultural prod-
ucts.

As part of local production for local consumption, Joso City has promoted the use of local agricul-
tural products in the school meals since 2000s. The demand for vegetables grown locally tends to in-
crease in particular and the school meal service center buys them from JA mainly at present. At first,
JA shipped some agricultural products from the vegetable storehouse when the school meal service
center requested supplies. However, the more stable system of stock and shipping is required because
of an increasing demand for the school meals. Therefore, JA asked some farmers who belong to the
farmers group in former Mitsukaido City to provide the particular agricultural products for use in
the school meals. The criteria of selecting farmers are to satisfy both high quality maintenance and a
steady supply of agricultural products. Moreover JA attempted to utilize some agricultural products
in the former Ishige Town after municipal merger and began full use of them after 2011.

The results of the interviews with nine farmers who meet the conditions set forth above are de-
scribed as follows. The farm management tends to limit production of diversified products and they
produce culinary plants for shipping to JA or as a gift. As to the family structure, most of them are
three-generation families. Householder and spouse are main farmers and the second-generation sup-
port their farm labor force. Most of the third-generation attend an elementary or junior high school in
Joso city. Some farmers cooperate with JA because they want children to eat local agricultural prod-
ucts in their school meal.

It follows that the characteristics of the structure of the food supply for the school meals are sum-
marized as follows: the realization of local production for local production for local consumption in Joso
City, the mutual trust between JA and the regional farmers and the social motivation of the regional

farmers for the supply of the local agricultural products in the school meals.
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