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The Structure of Aquinas’ Theory of Amor
Naoki KUWABARA

In this article, I’ ve made a rough sketch of Aquinas’ theory of amor (love) and pointed out some
feature of it.

First, I' ve pointed out that the basis of Aquinas’ theory of love is the Aristotelian formuia
of definition of love, “amare est velle alicui bonum (to love is to want someone good) ™ .

Aquinas uses this formula in order to specify different kinds of love (in broader sense), such
as “eras”, “philia”, and “agape”.

Aquinas distinguishes two kinds of love, that is, “amor amicitiae” and “amor
concupiscentiae”. The object of “amor amicitiae™ is the person to whom one want good in the
formula. The object of “amor concupiscentiae” is the good that one want for that person.
Roughly speaking, “amor concupiscentiae” corresponds to the “erds” as self-love. “Amor
amicitiae” corresponds to the “perfect philia” in Aristotelian sense. God's love is the love
that is the cause, not the effect, of the goodness of His creature. But in Aquinas’ view, even the
God’s love, “agapé”, can be understood in this formula.

Secondly, I’ ve pointed out that the Thomistic distinction between “amor amicitiae”and “amor
concupiscentiae” is founded on Aristotelian distinction between “actus” and “potentia”. “Amor
amicitiae” is the love that belong to the person who is “in actu”, that is, perfect. "Amor
concupiscentiae” is the love that belong to whom is “in potentia”, that is imperfect. Therefore,
the distinction between “amor amicitiae”and “amor concupiscentiae”depends on the perfection
of the person who loves.

“Amor amicitize” is the Thomistic idea of “pure love”, that is, free from selfishness. The
tradition of Christian Ethics has been eager for the realization of such pure love. Sometimes,
the effort to overcome selfishness (self abandon} was considered the essence of Christian
Ethics. However, Aquinas’ adoption of Aristotelian scheme shows that the condition for the
“pure love” (“amor amicitiae”) is some perfection.

Finally, I ve noticed that Aquinas’ concept of “"amor” is the love as action and passion. And
such love constitutes dramas in human life, such as the encounter with the “good”as the object
of appetitus, and the transformation of the subject. However, in Thomistic Ethical theory, there
is another type of love, that is, love as “habitus”™ or “virtue”. “Amicitia” itself and “caritas”
belongs to that category.
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