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The “Hierographical” images of Prince Shotoku
in the “Historiography” of the Nihon-shoki

Yotaro MIYAMOTO

This thesis aims to focus specifically on the “sacred” images of Prince Shotoku (& #& A )
which appear in the “historiographical” writings of Nihon-shoki ([ 0 &% ], known in the West
as Chromicles of Japan), a book which was compiled in 720 as the first “legitimate history” of
Japan.

The arguments made in this thesis can be summarized as follows:

First is related with the legendary “birth” story of Prince Shotoku depicted in the Nihon-
shoki. In this story we read the emphasis put on the ability of Prince Shotoku to predict, an
ability which is also comparable to that of Yarnato-totobi-momoso-hine (fE7F7F 0 %), The
structural similarity of this comparison shows that the Emperor is, in one way or another,
always assisted by one of his/her close relative through the ability of the relative’s shamanistic
prediction. It was this ability to predict that was regarded crucial in mediating between divine
oracles and men’s history.

Secondly, it argues that the historiography of the Nihon-shoki 15 strongly influenced by
Taoism of the time. This peint derives from the fact that the depiction within the “Legend on
the Starving Man of Kataokayama™ ( H [l \U#L%E #3E ). contains descriptions of shikai-sen (!
#24l), which is a form of Taoism. This influence can also be found among the discriptions in the
“White Bird Legend of Yamato-takeru™ ' H AR E O {1 5{x3).

The third point is linked to the second. When one compare the story written about the
death of Prince Shotoku with that of Yamato-takeru, one cannot miss the clear contrast made in
the depiction between a sacred man as mysterium fascinans (Prince Shotoku} and, on the other,
as mysterium tremendum (Yamato-takeru). Both of these modes of religious representation
eventually turned out to be two distinctive paradigms in depicting “mytho-historical” saints
throughout the evolvement of Japanese religious history. In this sense we can confirm that
Nihon-shoki represents the death of both saints in a way which is not only “historical” but also
“cosmological.”

Lastly, the article pertaining “The Grief of Eji” at the Death of Prince Shotoku (Z#IEE
#H k) clearly shows us the politico-religious intention of sacralizing Prince Shotoku by means
of the histoniographical writings. Seen through the other way around, however, the resulting
historiography is itself also sacralized through the depiction of Prince Shotoku as a saint. This
overlapping is what I argue as the paradoxical structure in which history and myth converge
and are dialectically integrated.

As mentioned above, the historiography of the Nihon-shoki depicts Prince Shotoku not only
as an able administrator and a pious Buddhist, but also as a saint with supernatural and
mysterious powers. The tension between the two representative images of Prince Shotoku
also indicates a tension inherent in the religious phencmenon of ali “saints,” namely, the
tension ansing by the fact that the saint is regarded to be the model for the laity, and at the
same time, an object of worship. In the end, this thesis confirms the theory of Eliade on the
“dialectics of hierophany™” —that the sacred manifests itself through the profane— as well as
the structural tension inherent in it, by considering the case of Prince Shotoku, a saint in Japan,
as a historical expression of the hierophany.
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