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Cornford &40 & Wit A X H 12, TR ENREMBEE TS L AL FTOGED
ELRAFE, I Mo FPTRALBEHOA FTRICATELTHENEAT
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HLTWA (ueréyey) £V T e, RWILBATIEEWRART ]
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! Cornford, p. 93, Fujisawa, pp. 40-56, Allen 1983, pp. 1568-159 = Allen 1997, p. 180, Gill, p. 42.

cf. Phd. 74d-75b, Rep. V1 509d-511e, VII 514a-516e, Phdr. 249e-250h, Tim, 49a-52d.
P ERED., elbouc kMY TIHEEG, B3 OBV, UTwaAhdilIf—-0fFTE20¥FE
RIEBEBVEVIZ Ehs, FOLFTETLEIAD (FO) 4177 (fBil) LiFEshal s~
DL IZH By cp Allen 1983, p. 305 n. 65 = Allen 1997, p. 181 n. 28, Cherniss, pp. 365-366 n. 6; pace
Schofield, pp. 62-63, Gill, pp. 44-45.
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The Puzzle of Likeness Regress: Parmenides 132¢-133a
Toru KUBO

Parmenides, by the puzzle of likeness regress, refutes Socrates’ proposal to describe the
relation of participation in Forms as the pattern-copy model, The argument is detected to rest
on two tacit premises, the Self-Predication Assumption and the Non-Identity Assumption. The
difficulty of the puzzle can be solved either by denying the Non-Identity Assumption, which is
alien to Plato’s original theory, or by insisting that the Form and its likeness resemble each
other just because the latter as copy imitates the former as pattern. Recently, based on
Socrates’ earlier statement on similarity (12%a), an alternative reading of the text has been
purported to the effect that the alleged Form in the puzzle is the Form Likeness. The structure
of the puzzle, then, is reducible to that of the Third Man Argument (132ab), and the difficulty
can be avoided likewise by denying the Non-Identity Assumption. Either way, the difficulty of
the puzzle is solvable and Parmenides' criticism turns out to be invalid and not fatal to the
theory of Forms.

The pattern-copy terminotogy has some merits concerning the separateness of Forms:
this way of description is immune to misunderstanding the relation of participation as physical
immanence of Forms, and to regarding sensible things or some kind of substratum to exist
independently prior to their participation in Forms. From middle period onwards, Plato
constantly refined his description of participation into paradeigmatism, which is observed to
culminate in the concept of chorg in the Timaeus.
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