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Child burial rituals at Tell el-Kerkh during the Pottery Neolithic

Hironaca, Naoko

Up until 2009, about 80 child burials from the Middle Pottery Neolithic were discovered at
Tell el-Kerkh. They were buried either within or around houses and the cemetery. There are primary
burials, secondary burials and cremation burials at Tell el-Kerkh. We also discovered burials using
several pottery shards, probable, burials of twins and burials including two children and one adult,
and so on.

In Ethnological studies, burials connected with houses symbolize rebirth. The pottery vessels
may also symbolize a mother's womb. This evidence at Tell el-Kerkh during the Middle Pottery
Neolithic suggests, family or the community hoped or wished for the dead children’s rebirth. The
children were probably buried by members of the Kerkh community. In conclusion, the various
types of burial ceremonies for children at Tell el-Kerkh indicate that perceptions of the death of
children were diverse and the regulation for the placement of child burials was not as rigid as that

of adults.
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