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Consideration of kinship at Tell Ain el-Kerkh, Syria

MirvaucHt, Yuko

More than 240 Neolithic burials were discovered at Tell Ain el-Kerkh, a site located in
northwestern Syria. The site of Tell Ain el-Kerkh also yielded graves containing more than one
person (mass burials) and we believe that these graves could give us some useful information that
would help us to restore the kinship patterns of that time. Therefore the first task we undertook was
the positioning of the collected burials within the entire cemetery. Human remains from mass
graves do not differ from other human remains found at the site, nor do they deviate from the
cemetery average in regard to age and gender. This non-deviation indicates that the whole society
used the same cemetery, and the long lasting burial tradition at the same place suggests that blood
relatives were buried together. As we look at other Neolitihic sites in Western Asia, we can presume
that individuals buried in the same grave are somehow blood related. It is also important to note
that data from analysis of nitrogen and carbon isotope confirms that people of Tell Ain el-Kerkh
who were buried close to each other had eaten the same food. After establishing these patterns |
have tried to show the family linage of the individuals in mass grave no. 10. As a result | was able
to determine that at that time the family consisted of 4 to 6 members, and the family plot at Tell Ain

el-Kerkh was in use for about 60 to 100 years.
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