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Abstract

This article aims to clarify the status of discussion between post-Soviet Central Asian
states over water management. Water allocation is the one of the most crucial issues in
contemporary Central Asian international politics. But it still has not been clarified how
Central Asian states have discussed, and recognized interstate water sharing issue, and
how the mode of argument and its background has changed through primary sources such
as official documents. By analyzing the bulletin of the Interstate Commission for Water
Coordination of Central Asia (ICWC), this work tries to show how the parties have argued
over water sharing.

ICWC’s members are scholars, specialists, and bureaucrats specialized in water resource
issues of the five states. Basically discussions in the bulletin are very scientific and technical
and seem to be politically neutral. They discuss water distribution, regulation of water flows
of rivers or dams, and assistance for water management institution at both the political and
local level, and so on. But as the relationships between Central Asian governments over water
management worsened, political and diplomatic phrases and demands began to appear more
often.

The author downloaded the bulletins published from 2004 to 2010. In this period,
international relationships in Central Asia changed dramatically and discourses over water
allocation shifted drastically from being technical and agricultural to political. By analyzing
the ICWC bulletin, this paper tries to make clear how the scheme, subject and stage had
changed in the period. This paper divides the period into 1) 2004-2008 and 2) after 2008.
In the earlier period the parties tried to discuss the water distribution scientifically based on
technical understanding and quantitative information. But as situation became more tense,
political narratives appeared more frequently than before. The bulletin clearly reflects how
these circumstances developed.

There are two categories of parties of Central Asian interstate water sharing. Kyrgyzstan
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and Tajikistan are upstream states along the two big rivers in Central Asia (Amu Darya and
Sir Darya —:darya means river in Central Asian indigenous languages such as the Uzbek
language). The two small states’ economic level is not as high as the downstream states of
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan. But they are rich countries with water resources
and have tried to produce hydroelectric energy. In contrast, the downstream states are rich
with natural resources such as natural gas. Additionally, the agricultural sector is important
for stability of rural area of Uzbekistan, the most populous country in the region. To produce
cotton, one of the most important cash crops supporting the national economy, water
distribution through irrigation is necessary.

In international political studies, ecology has become a key topic especially after the
end of the Cold War. Already many scholars have researched about water related issues in
Central Asia from the aspect of social sciences or international politics. This study attempts
an empirical approach by analyzing official documents and focuses on how the discourses of
the parties have evolved and varied over time. By doing so, the way in which the arguments
between hydro-sciences specialists in the ICWC reflect the change of interstate relationships
in the post-Soviet space becomes clear. And this can serve as a case study of environmental

regime studies in developing countries.
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40 http://uk.reuters.com/article/2012/04/16/tajikistan-gas-idUKL6ESFG3YL20120416 (f#% % H 2013 4 8
H9H.

41 HFEFIHOSCRIC, TEREDY ARF XX KGO ERICHE DL ] & H B,



Area Studies Tsukuba 35 : 163-182, 2014

b, Mok aEBBGHEZEE L, N D)1 7258 U T LORFHI O ZX S | L »
IRAND B, Fio, THURNTH L S ERESNBKNFEBINC OV TR, HEREOEZRICO-
ELETNREEDT, o, HIBNOEORIENER S NEdNEE 5% DYFEEE, W
JNoKED XS 7%, H<HEDEF 2V T4 BEOBEEICOWTERDO—HMNDH 2 T & 2 imi#l
U, B LWIK I FBATEZICE L TN BB OME 22 R hiE a5k . & LTWa,
AP T A2 EDRFEFHEIEIFEZ, TONEDNLRETARFIRZ VN, ZIF AR 2iE &
MLTwacl, BRXUAIFRA2VDINIZKNZERD, TONBEDOERLELTINMNA
B

20094E4H28H. AP T RAZVHMET IV b AHICBWT, 7 IVlBREE R RO EIC &

BONBMEEI N, PRT T 5HEOKKENSI LTz, 200948 HICHITE Nz, ICWCOR
FH5251IE. TOBICH I NI HFAFHE L i, SEAREOFPEMERI N TV 5,

Y ANF AR YD) ET K. 20084ED3HICZ T v N TirbN Tz 7 5 IViERIEIC B
THBEHEIC, HAR, Ry, HE, BXU., 77 7EOSRMEEZ EN S, 90HEL EMSD
REZEOZD BTz, &7 =)L L, HIEDOERICH U TIRENGAEFEZRES 2 D1 T4
D] FETHBHILLEL TS, EHIC, TORBGOSMED—EN, BNOEGEZIEA 72178
KHTWE E L, 7INVIBERSORNTO#REBREITLTE THIE0HkTH5 ] L.
AYFZH U I L DD, M NG ORHAZBZ T, AKX Y F A X HLY
LA R LT 5,

RIFARYDTTEYRGEHEIE, TR OREN A OK  FENEE) FIFD, EER
B EIEE UTHICHEIET ) L5, E5lc. THEHLTBERLON, RFLEHELIE.
BADHIBELTWAZ LIZDWT, ZOITRTEZEKTEADUITREZNC L TH B, Kokl
LT, 7 I IVIBRIE RS O RNEIEEINCOWVT, ZEALEM LAWK S RS -T2 &
o TWVd, e, [ZVFRZVIE, SHOZED. T ORMBITHLT %70 BRI
EIRITEIN DG & 75 % T RIS B, BADE 57 25H0E. HEEHEE SEOFREND
BRI D < koS — b=y TREFUC A T2 BGAMNERIC D T AWK, Y ATF v 7
ICEANRETHAD] Lo THED., TOFHEFMHIR., KERZ D %iamz BARIICHiES
X LVIBEBEHF VKT LNZV, HilNZRCEE, HE0IE, hRT VTN THRE
PNTKERZEHL XS L0 EED, EE EEEPHELEZ->TNBE I EZRL TN,

V. ICWCRZEICHFSERZEM

ICWCIE, HRY 27 OEFEBIGRMNZILT 2T, FIEAN R S OERFEEZ . fAEOFET
RHEEEE. T YR T—7IVORER EZE L THITI TV, LMLZONFICENT, ki
DR RIEEAHOEHE &, HIKNOEHZEZ ML T03 E-RDNE X5 T H 5.

ICWCORE, —FICAERITENT WS, ZOHTIE, FEDICWCOREE SICK > TH
PNZRER. FESNOKERICELTOI Y Y F7—7 )RR, ERMEEGENHETS

173



Area Studies Tsukuba 35 : 163-182, 2014

174

NTWV3, TNH L LI, KARICET 3 R TCOR X, /- & ZITEHEIC T 2 TR0
IS, EEZHEONRIC OV TERNMTEIN TV S,

LUR. 201348 HEBIE, NHMELEEN TV EH, hDTICWCOR—LR—YDE-F A7
F) =BV TAHENTOEREN S, ZTOKERERE D S Z#EROEITOVTHOH LT
<o WHIBELTE, RSN TOVIRHRICEEN XY v u— R TE/z, 200492 HFHITOH
36505, 20104 E12HRITOESAB5ETTH S, TD2004FEH 520104EF TORMHIZ, 7~
TAVYVHEE, AT VA LEDSEZTARNF AR LA VF AR OBGREILE Vo Fo, g
TIT RSO DEBEBGROZIND D, KFBEFROREENED K S K ZT> TEleh, H
BRBAROZ 22 T, HRT I T7ICBT 2KEFEZD S B 52N ED K S bz L TE
e EBRT RICHE LT H 2 L BbNns, k. UFNCBET2MAORHITVINGY
RFDEDTH 5,

1. BEFHER/ADIEM : 2004—2008%

200442 HICHITE Nz, ICWCHEFEI6 S ICBW T, ICWCD M L—=V Tt X —"T,
20044 E1H 12— 13HICMF TR E Nz TS0V RTF—T)0 IK—T 3 )VF——5 %) HHENE
NTW5%, ICWCOT 4 7 M)V« Ry RT X B, Vv T b7 « ZIOFAZIKETRKRL
Dy T T « TANFRAR VEFEKERKEE —WHEE. NI FTBWOLILZY 7 EELNSN
L7z,

TDIY Y RTF—=TICBWTIE, AP T AR THBT B /KEFEHBBROERM & I B
5 RECDHEHRINCDONT, AP T AN S|END > Tce ZIVF AL VNEIE, Tz
JVHF NS B BKEFEHOUE L . WUAZIE U & U TSN /KRB OW S C 7
P KERICBWTHEETHZ &, IR ENED S ORYIVBRHETH 5 T LI DN T DI
VaAVAQLY: g Fl

TORETIE., b7 M7 VA LIBT3 F)VFXOTENE, #)IOFRRICKEREER5Z
TWaH, ZHUTH LT, ICWCIERIAMEEYLT 2 L TTIRE] THE e Z@BDTV5, Z
NEWEEZ, KOMBNGEADZALDPRBETHSE L, T TIKTHEICDE>T avyy—v7
L) REENGELADNTERD, [TEIEHMAPT) RETETVLEAEY, ELTWVWS, ZO—
HTy DARFARZVPEZRLTWB 7 IV YA (Arnasai) X LISDOWT, VIV Rifbkic @2
ZHZ22M, TZBEOFBHFEICOWVTHELDNZIN TRV T, KIS R 52 T
WA EIRILTWVWA, TOXIEEROH T, 1998FICHFE I NIZAREZ S HIIHFELT 82X
ETHD. LSRN, BMENLRECTETCHENTWS, TODXS 7%, ERBAESLERE
Hx o, HfiE#zEHT 253, ICWCORKBIC RSN ZHROEMCE A5 ENTE
%

42 http://www.icwc-aral.uz/
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