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The Contradictions of the Disaster Theories of the. US. as a
“Rational-adaptive Behavior Model”
— American Disaster Views and Japanese Disaster Views

Makoto NAKADA

The aim of this thesis is to view the contents of the disaster theories and disaster views
of the United States from the critical angle. The central points of this thesis, which has the
desire 1o gain some new perspectives on the relationship between man and natural
disasters of the modern age, consist of several major problems.

The first problem is to consider the theoretical background of the dominant disaster
theories of U5, Apparently, the disaster studies of U5 which lies in the “mainstream”
have a certain kind of “rational human model”™ as their fundamental schema. This model,
which might be called “rational-adaptive behavior model”, seems to be characterized in
terms of its emphasis upon man’s ability of rational and adaptive behavior or judgement in
the situation of disaster crisis. We must first of all extract the substantial contents of this
model.

The second problem is 1o examine critically the contradictions of this model which come
from its latent and doubtful background. The “dogmatic™ denial of disaster myths as well
as “panic-myth” appears to be one of the dominant results which directly derive from the
doubtful frames of the “rational human model”.

The next concern is to consider the effect of the American disaster studies upon our
Japanese theories. Most of Japanese disaster researchers seem to have been affected by the
American views of disasters for a long time. The critical analysis of the dominant
American disater thoeries might give us a good opportunity for reconsidering our
“miserable” theoretical conditions. It is rather doubtful that the American “rational human
model” could provide us with a true insight inte our own problems. The newly introduced
perspective of “mental care after disaster impacts™ appears to be one of the best (or the

worst) example of our theoretical dependence on the foreign disaster views.
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