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From Existence toward the Other — Reading of Kierkegaard
by E. Levinas and J. Derrida

Shoshu KAWAKAMI

This paper deals with in-depth understanding of Kierkegaard's thought elaborated upon by
both E.Levinas and J.Derrida.

Noticeable peculiarities of their methods are decisively different from those of e.g. J. Sartre’s
method of Existentialism. Especially, the former two, accept the thought of Kierkegaard, not
from “Anxeity” side but from “the other” side, as the matter of course. Over-Viewing the flow
of the Reception-History of Kierkegaard, the trend of this method has evidently been
prominent since after 197" s.

Levinas had full knowledge of Kierkegaard’s since pre-war days through M.Heidegger’s,
nonetheless, being critical to the latter, as well as the former, perceiving conceptual insight of
religious existence in the thought of Kierkegaard similiar to those of Heidegger and Nietzche
in that there might conceived hidden “violent factor”. For their concepts of existence boast the
mdependent or single existence without “the exterior” or outside ones.

Levinas has, furthermore, emphasized the gravity of ethical existence with others, reversing
the relationship between religious existence and ethical one.

Derrida himself too, found “the other”, “others” in the thought of Kierkegaard. First of all
he has verified his validity through Levinas’s criticism against Kierkegaard, however, more
than that, he has revealed to criticize “the religious” within the framework of both Kierkegaard
and Levinas.

Furthermore, he has assumed the post of enter responsibility of the singularity situated in
the relationship with every other as wholly other, accepting the position of Abraham’ s sacrifice.
In reading Kierkegaard, Derrida has come to try to ‘deconstruct’ the responsibility and the law
through his consecutive criticism.



