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Self-Denial Thought
On Takahashi Kazumi’s Sange

Susumu ITOH

Takahashi Kazumi is famous for his self-denial thought. His brief life was spent for criticizing
his ideology, philosophy and aesthetics.

This paper aimes at resolvig the essence of Takahashi Kazumi’s self-denial thought. When
this aim is attained, we will be able to make clear a important feature of Japanese Postwar’s
thoughts.

In this paper I analyzed the context of Sange which relates to the self-denial thought of the
author. The conculsion is as follows.

Takahashi Kazumi thinks that the thinkers who theorized and justified the Kamikaze Attack
must seriously criticize themselves Because the Kamikaze Attack was practiced by the young
men who committed their lives to the nation-state. Though the nation-state does not have a
right to drive the people into the suicide, Japanes regular army ordered the soldiers to kill
themselves. So the theorists who theorized the suicide attack must deny the basis of their being.
But the self-denial must not be the criticism for the outside attitude. Takahashi thinks that the
theorists must deny their essence and inside radically. According to Takahashi’s Sange we can
arrive at the new phase of thought through the self-denial.

However Takahashi’s theory is not complete. Because he overlooked the fact that the suicide
attack would be the genocide. Concering this point we habe to say that Takahashi failed to see

through our charakteristic as assailants.
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