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“Event” and “Memory”: On the Hermeneutical Circle of Sacred Biography
Yotaro MIYAMOTO

That sacred personalities of the past have been living in our memory is based upon the media
such as sacred hiographies which help us to configure the images of the personalities. Past
events, however, are memorized not as they are but through the meanings acquired ex post facto;
and they become recognizable only by virtue of memory. In view of this fact, this article tries to
disclose a hermeneutical and religious structure of sacred biography by way of considering the
hermeneutical circle in the mutual linkages of the three-level structure of part/whole within a
text, one/all texts consecrated to a religious personality, and all texts of one religious personality
/ sacred biographies of the world altogether.

While a sacred biography makes possible integral understanding of the experience of time by
depicting a history of a sacred personality and his/her deeds, the personality himself/herself
who has a place in the center —— temporally and spatially — of the “presented past” (the past
realized narratively) through the action of reading the hiography. Every sacred biography is
written to memorize a sacred personality {memorization of event); once a biography is written,
however, it demands another event, interpretation (eventualization of memory). In each context
of reading a sacred biography, “history” as a chaotic situation brought by historical events is
discarded, on the one hand, and, with the aim of making the irreversible fiux of time from past
through present to future, meaningful and livable, “history” is created — Horizontverschmelzung
(Gadamer) —, on the other.

The hermeneutical circle can also be expressed as Heidegger did: a set of assumptions is
always in force in the act of interpretively understanding. Sacred biography has a narrative
structure in the following sense; it gets a series of events together into a holistic meaning,
which is done by “configuration” (Ricoeur). On the contrary, “refiguration” of memory done in a
hermeneutical process of reading a sacred biography urges the reader a kind of “appropriation.”
A “sacred personality,” refigured {(or “eventualized”) by way of the double/triple “eventuality,”
is given a new interpretation to construct a new “memory.” As Noe says, “to describe history is
nothing less than a verbal production (pofesis) which realize the ‘communization’ and
‘structualization’ of memory,” while, in a creative action of interpretating “history,” events of a
sacred personality described in a sacred biography is given a symbolic and soteriological
meaning.
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