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The applicability of the odor awareness scale to Japanese
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People usually do not notice odorants in the environment without paying attention to olfactory
information. He/she who usually has an interest in odors would have more resource for attending and
processing olfactory information, and then they would easily notice odors. Since odor awareness is
related to better olfactory performance, it is one of the important aspects in investigating olfactory
processing. In this study, we translated and modified the Odor Awareness Scale (OAS). The total score
of the Japanese OAS did not relate to the ability of odor detection, but showed positive relationship
with the performance of odor identification. Although females were superior to males in odor
identification, it was suggested that seeking positive odors in everyday life 1s related to the semantic

processing of odor identification in both males and females.
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