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The “Landscape” and the Fmago Mundi : Reinterpretation of the
Sacred Landscape of “Owu” in Okinawa Islands

Sunao TAIRA

It is well known that a sacred center (e.g., traditional cities, temples, mandara), symbolizes the
imago mundi (the image of the universe). There are often found religions expressions which
represent the images, the structures, and the becoming of the universe in the center symbolism,
and which are constituted with the sophisticated religious disciplines, principles and dogmas. On
the contrary, there is another type of the sacred center which has no artificial architectures or
disciplines, and which consists of mountains, stones, trees, and so on. This type of the center is
not so explanatory as the former type. The more constituents of the center are simple, the more
it is difficult to decipher the symbol of the center, As a result, the image of the world remains
recondite,

I have been concerned with the religious traditions of Okinawa islands, and had difficulty in
clarifying the relation between the sacred center utaki and the imago mundi in Okinawan
religious traditions. For wtaki also consists of stones and/or trees, which constitutes a primordial
alter. When we admit that a sacred center universally represents the imago mundi, we should
also take wigki as what share intrinsically the image of the world in the center symbolism in
itself. Needless to say, we can retrace the universal symbolic structure of stones or trees of
utaki. It is not sufficient, however, to verify the universality in wfaki symholism in order to
decipher the specific or particular aspects of the image of the world. How can we capture this
image of the universe? The purpose of this paper is to interpret and describe this particularity.

In the first part of this paper we will examine the “landscape” that presents a significant
perspective to interpret the image of the world wedded to the center symbolism. Then we will
raise a specific landscape of “ou" which has been reduced by folklorists to representing of the
other world and the color symbolism. We will furthermore critically examine the pre-
interpretation of the landscape of ou, which Yashi NAKAMATSU and Kenichi TANIGAWA
proposed. Finally, through the considerations of the coincidence between wfaki and ox, the
meaning of ox in the sacred songs and rituals, and the mythic expressions of ax, we will
understand that wéaki as the sacred center shares the image of the world with the landscape of
ou in the center symbolism, and that the landscapes of wtaki and ou have evoked the cosmo
vision on mythic geography in rituals reiteratively performed.




