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Wittgenstein and Sraffa
Shingo FUJITA

In the preface of his Philosophical Investigations Wittgenstein avowed his indebtedness to the
criticism which Sraffa practiced for many years on his thought. This has provoked the
conjecture that there must be some similarities between the philosophy of the later
Wittgenstein and the economic theory of Sraffa; but no agreement has ever been reached on
what the similarities between them are. Far from that, Sraffa’s Production of Commodities by
Means of Commodities has some likeness, not to the philosophy of the later Wittgenstein, but
rather to that of the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus.

Wittgenstein left us only two sayings about Sraffa’s influence upon him. One was that what
he gained from talkings to Sraffa was an “anthropological” way of looking at philosophical
problems. The other was that his dicussions with Sraffa “made him feel like a tree from which
all branches had been cut”. [ believe that both of them are true, but they are too general to help
us to specify the alleged similarities. Still less can we draw the conclusion that Wittgenstein’s
later philosophy has some tinge of anthropology as a discipline. His obsession with ethical and
religious matters did not permit him to indulge in any kind of social studies, I suggest.

The point I want to make in this paper is this. The anthropological point of view he gained
from Sraffa was a naturalistic way of looking at our language. He transformed it into his
analytical tool which he called “language games”. This standpiont makes any seaching for the
similarities between them basically unsuited to his philosephy, because it presupposes the
“craving for generality” which, according to him, is “the real source of metaphysics™. It was
this presupposition which Wittgenstein has time and again tried to dissuade us to make, What
Wittgenstein and Sraffa have in common is, [ definitely believe, the attitude against any swollen
thought whatsoever, Boasting was the abhorrence to them both.
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