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The Deflationary Theory of Truth and the Substantial Theory of Truth

Kouji HASHIMOTO

The purpose of the present paper is to examine the relationship between the deflationary
theory of truth and the substantial theory of truth. In the first section. | give an outline of
the deflationary theory of truth, which is advanced by Paul Horwich in his Truth (1990),
through comparing it with the redundancy theory of truth. In the second section, | point out
that the substantial theory of truth has the following three forms which should be
distinguished from one another as separate doctrines. The first form of the substantial theory
of truth claims that any true proposition has a substantial property. for example, usefulness.
The second form of the substantial theory of truth claims that the predicate “is true” stands
for a substantial property. And the third form of the substantial theory of truth claims that
when we assert, for example, “Snow is white”, we speak of a proposition [i.e. the proposition
that snow is white) that it possesses a substantial property. Then I investigate whether or
not the substantial theory of truth in each form is compatible with the deflationary theory of
truth. My conclusion is as follows. The first form is completely compatible with the
deflationary theory of truth because it says only that the predicate "is true” in the
deflationist's sense is coextensive with the predicate, say, “is useful”. The second form is
incompatible with the deflationary theory of truth because the latter claims that the
predicate “is true” stands for an insubstantial. unreal, logical property. The third form
seems to be compatible with the deflationary theory of truth, but they are in [fact
incompatible with one another because the deflationary theory of truth as a theory of
meaning claims that we can assert “Snow is white® without experiencing any substantial

property such as usefulness.





