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The Thought of Curvature
—— “Mivabi” in [semomogatari ——

Susumu ITOH

Mivabi (&5°TF) is the one of most important concepts of Japanese literature or
philosophy. Tt was established in [semomogatari and inherited from the Story to
Genjimonogatari. Mononoaware (& @@ &HI3#) which constitutes a cardinal virtue of Heian
period and forms the basis of Motoori Norinaga's literature investigation was derived [rom
Mivabi. Mivabi was the origin of Mononoaware. In order to make clear what Mononoaware
should be, first of all, we must investigate the essence of Mivabi. Taking into account this
poit, this paper aimed at elucidating the essence of Miyabi in [semonogatar. The conclusion
of this paper is as follws.

At first, Mivabi is expressing the complicated feeling and sentiment of men by the curved
and aesthetic words, which are contained in Waka. Secondarilyv. Mivabi is sympathizing with
the situations and standpoints of others. In other words, Mivahi is sharing sadness with
others, which is called “Kyouhi” (3£3E) by this paper. We must be careful for the fact that
the first characteristic of Mivabi is founded on the second one. For Isemomogatari the men
who are indifferent to the state of Kyvouhi must be despised as the rustics (H& A) whose
fundamental character lie in “Hinahi™ (T+% TF). The [irst characteristic of Mivabi was the
basis of the ideal of townsmen (FA).

However, the first appearence of Mivabi in Japanese literature or philosophy must be
caught in many companies of Waka (ftoDH) which were shown in Manyoushu. Therefore,
in order to bring the essence of mivabi into relief, we ought to inguire into the contents of
the companies of Waka in Manmvoushw., This investigation is the prospective theme for the
author of this paper.
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