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Aquinas on fraternal correction (“correctio fraterna™)
Naoki KUWABARA

In this article, I've tried to clarify the meaning of Aquinas’ concept of fraternal correction
("correctio fraterna™) in his ethical theory.

First, I've clarified the position of fraternal correction in the system of Aquinas’ ethical
theory. Fraternal correction is an act of spiritual almsgiving. Almsgiving is an act of charity
through the medium of mercy. The sum total of the Christian religion consists in mercy, as
regards external works. And in order to love our neighbor by the love of charity, we cught to
love in our neighbor is that he may be in God, Thus, Fraternal correction is the major external
act of charity through the medium of mercy.

Secondly, P've clarified the meaning of religious (monastic) life, as the background of the
practice of fraternal correction, The perfection of the Christian life consists radically in charity,
The religious state implies a state of perfection. The state of perfection means a perpetual
obligation to things pertaining to perfection, together with a certain solemnity, The perfection
that religious people in this life is the removal of obstacles to the movement of love towards
God. Such perfection can be in two ways, First, by the removal from man's affections of all that
is contrary to charity, such as mortal sin; and there can be no charity apart from this perfection,
wherefore it is necessary for salvation. Secondly, by the removal from man's affections not only
of whatever is contrary to charity, but also of whatever hinders the mind's affections from
tending wholly to Ged. The religious state was instituted chiefly that we might obtain
perfection by means of certain exercises, whereby the obstacles to perfect charity are
removed, By the removal of the obstacles of perfect charity, much more are the occasions of sin
cut off, for sin destroys charity altogether. Thus, the religious life is a bulwark against sin, In
this context, fraternal correction is important. Because, one who commits sin can be assisted
by his fellow-religious to rise again, _

Thirdly and lastly, I've clarified the meaning of fraternal correction itself, The correction of
a wrongdoer is twofold, one which applies a remedy to the sin considered as an evil of the
sinner himself, This is fraternal correction properly so called, and is an act of charity. Another
correction which applies a remedy to the sin of the wrongdoer, considered as hurtful to others,
and especially to the common good. This correction is an act of justice,

Fraternal correction is essentially a personal advice as an equal brother before God. It is a
duty for everyone who has charity, One is even obliged to correct one’s superior. On the other
hand, the correction of justice is essentially an act of ruling the community, aiming at the
common good, and uses power.

Aquinas says that he who desires his brother's amendment should, if possible, so amend him
as regards his conscience, that he keep his good name, This means that fraternal correction
requires respect for the person who is corrected. This respect is the respect for the inner
movement of his will, or the respect for the conversation between God and the brother who is
corrected in his inner will,
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