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Towards a “Natural” History of Religicns

Takeshi KIMURA

By raising the issue of “place” and “locality” of “indigenous” religions, 1 attempt to relate
Nishida Kitaro's philosophical discourse of “place” to the “place-ness” of indigenous religions.
Then, referring to some ethnobotanical studies of the plants and indigenous religions of the
South America, T point out the problem of narrowly limited humanistic view of the study of
religions and raise the necessity to incorporate the indigenous empirical “knowledge” of nature
as an important part of indigenous religious traditions. As hermeneutical requirement, at the
same time, it is quite necessary to reflect one’s own “place-ness” in the scientific cultural
society. To show that even in this modern society, nature still functions as a major source of
empirical knowledge and creative imagination, I refer to the recent scientific issue of complexity,
the study of forestry, and the automatic moving image of computer graphics.



