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The Development of Transportation Network from the Port of Kushiro

Takashi SAKAI

Reclamation of Eastern Part of Hokkaido started on a full scale from 1886. Port became an
advanced base and penetration line toward an interior expanded from the port. Then reclamation
advanced along this line.

The author investigated the developmet of transportation network using the model of Taaffe
and Gauthier. The results of this study are as follows:

1) Penetration line from the port of Kushiro appeared as a conveying route of sulphur from the
mine of inland. Train and barge were used for conveying sulphur and a transit point from train to
barge became the interior center. But this penetration line and center disappered or declined be-
cause of the exhaustion of sulphur.

2) Penetration line reformed toward an area of high production of crops and timbers. The port of
Kushiro expanded its hinterland along this line. And this penetration line grew up trunk line.

3) In the Taisho era a few trunk lines connecting Kushiro city with other main cities were
formed. And some feeder lines from interior centers along these trunk lines were connected with
reclaimed lands or mines.

4) Transport by rail was the golden age from the beginnig of Showa era to 1960 and this was re-
flected in the rail network.

5) Moterlization started from the middle of 1960’s had destroyed the rail network. Some feeder
lines connecting with agriculture ,then mining disappered.

6) Today the rail network is barely formed by trunk lines and a few feeder lines. On the other
hand, the road network has equipped and most of the freights are transported by trucks.
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