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Air Passenger Flows in New Zealand

Yoshiyasu IDA

Air transportation is the most important rapid transit in New Zealand. The number of air

passenger per capita in New Zealand is more than the number in Japan. The purpose of this study

is to examine the characteristics of air passenger flows in New Zealand.

The number of air passenger has been increased from 1936 in New Zealand, except some

years. The three most air flights are observed on the routes connected between Auckland and
Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch and, Wellington and Christchurch with jet planes. In
north land, the large number of routes are connected between cities. Passengers for business are
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dominant in these routes. In south land, air routes with passengers for leisure are developed.

In 1982 the New Zealand government made to deregulate the domestic aviation industry. The
impact has been strong for air transportation in New Zealand. After the deregulation, Air NZ and
Ansett NZ have seriously competed with each other for taking passengers. Both airlines allow dis-
counts of more 60% off ticket prices as an example. Hub airports are observed under the competi-
tion.

A lot of foreigners get on domestic air flights in New Zealand. The ratio of the foreigners on
scenic flights are more than the ratio on domestic air flights. The foreigners from Asia occupy
high ratio for air foreign passengers in particular. Air routes for leisure and scenic flights are de-
veloped in south land where population is less. Air passengers at the famous scenic area are
observed more than air passengers expected from population of the area by regression analysis.
In New Zealand, air transportation depends on foreign passengers for leisure. The foreigners for
leisure have increased. The number of foreigns from Asia is rapid increasing in particular. In fu-
ture, domestic air transportation including scenic flights will have depended on foreigners. Lei-
sure foreigners from Asia is important to keep the high demand for air transportaion in New Zea-

land.
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