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Location Patterns of Private Research Institutions in Japan

Tadashi NAKAGAWA

The data of Nationwide List of Research Insiilulions were analyzed to identify location patterns
of private research institutions in Japan. The study objects are 3,874 research institutions of
3,037 companies.

Nationwide, research institutions are agglomerated in Tokyo and the surrounding capital
area. Osaka, Hyogo, Aichi and other prefectures on the Pacific Industrial Corridor have consider-
ably fewer research institutions. In the Kanto district, research institutions are clustered in
Tokyo, Yokohama, Kawasaki, and surrounding areas. Another major agglomeration takes place in
Tsukuba Science City in Ibaraki prefecture, in which many national research institutions are lo-
cated. In Tokyo's 23 wards, research institutions are clustered in Chiyoda and Chuo, in which
many head offices of companies are located. Other major concentrations include Ota, where many
factories are situated. )

The analysis of research institutions by location of head offices revealed that companies
whose head offices are in Tokyo have a relatively stronger tendency to locate their research in-
stitutions outside Tokyo, mainly because the majority of major companies have their head offices
in Tokyo. While companies who have one research institution tend to locate it either in the head
office building or in proximity to the head office. Those which have two or more institutions tend
to locate them at a fairly large distance from the head offices.

While Tokyo has the biggest agglomeration of research institutions, the degree of concentra-
tion in Tokyo differs by kind of research activities. Research institutions of chemical and steel in-
dustries have fairly less concentration in Tokyo, partly because their emphasis on basic research
does not always require proximity to head offices. By contrast, machine industries have a heavy
concentration in Tokyo and Kanagawa because western Tokyo and Kanagawa prefecture have
many machine factories. Research institutions of {food and textile companies have the least concen-
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tration to Tokyo. A substantial number of institutions are located in local areas. By contrast, in-
formation service industries have the strongest tendency to locate their research institutions in
Tokyo because they require proximity to the head offices of different companies.
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