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Reproduction System of Wooden Sculpture Artisans

in Inami, Toyama Prefecture

Satoshi SUYAMA

This paper examines the interactions of the organizations which train skilled workers in a
Inami wooden sculpture industry. Artisan cliques based on apprenticeship, wooden sculpture
cooperative and training school, and art activity organizations are identified. The artisan cliques
contain a vertical hierarchy with a strong master and pupil relation. The artisan cliques let un-
skilled workers change in quality to skilled artisans by apprenticeship. The wooden sculpture
cooperative is a production organization which integrates the Inami wooden sculpture region. The
wooden sculpture cooperative administers a training school for security and the training of new
entry persons. The school enforces the training which does not complete in the artisan cliques,
and supplements the apprenticeship. Furthermore the training school gives students a possibility
of becoming wooden sculpture artists. Art activity organizations are the groups of do successful
artists with a purpose. The art activity organizations were formed with no relation to the produc-
tion organization of the industry. Skills and the popularity acquiring in the art activity organiza-
tions unrelated to ordinary production activities are made use of in production activities as arti-
sans. The existence of the production and art activity organizations enable the reproduction of
skill persons who contains two characters of artisan and artist in the Inami wooden sculpture

region.
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