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Locational Dynamics of Lacquer Ware Firms in Wajima, Japan

Satoshi SUYAMA

The purpose of this paper is to analyze locational dynamics concerning the small firms in
Wajima, Japan. Two approaches are employed in this analysis namely incubator hypothesis and
demographic equation.

The results .demonstrate that the built up area of Wajima has some specific areas where are
observed newly establishments and out-migrations of firms, and its periphery has those making
newly establishments and in-migrations of firms. The former can be regarded as the incubator area,
and the later are the expansion areas of the firms. The incubator area is usually forms under the
existence of rented lots that supply cheap rent and enough space to work. This cheap housing
cost secures young artisans to be independent. After accumulating capital in the incubator area,

they move to the expansion area.

Key words: lacquer ware industry, incubator hypothesis, inner city, demographic equation, Wajima
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