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The Transformation of the Rural Landscape and Economy
of the Kurobe Alluvial Fan in Central Japan:

The Case of Urayamashin in Nyuzen-machi, Toyama Prefecture

Akira TABAYASHI

Labor intensive farming mainly based on manual labor and the traditional rural way of life was
dominant in Japan up to the end of the 1950s. Since then Japanese rural regions and their economic
and social activities have changed remarkably. This paper mainly focuses on the changes in rural
landscape and employment structure over four decades from 1960 to the beginning of the 21th
century. The study area, Urayamashin is a rice-growing village on the Kurobe alluvial fan in central
Japan facing the Japan Sea. In December 2001, village households and the population of Urayamashin
numbered 110 and 462 respectively. According to the 2000 Census of Agriculture the number of farm
households was 78, of which only six were full-time operations. The rest were part-time farmers
whose income was derived from off-farm farming.

In 1963, prior to the land consolidation in Urayamashin, irrigation ditches and farm roads were
narrow and complicated. Similarly, fields were narrow and irregular in shape. The land consolidation
that occurred between 1964 and 1971 resulted in wider fields, improved roads, and new irrigation
ditches. The scattered fields were also consolidated. One of the most important changes in rice
farming after land consolidation was mechanization. The reduced time needed for rice cultivation
enabled the farm household heads to seek off-farm jobs. Work on their farms would be performed in
the evenings, on weekends, and during the annual factory vacations. As a result, subsidiary farming
such as tulip bulb growing and dairying declined. In the 1970s and 1980s the number of farm
households primarily involved in farming decreased while the number of farm households where non-
farm work was more common kept increasing.

A number of farmers stopped farming in the 1990s, although they had farmland. Farm household
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heads and their wives who started part-time operations in the 1970s, reached retirement age, but
many of their sons or daughters did not want to take over their parents' farm operations. The middle
of the 1990s can be considered an important turning point for farming in this village. At present many
people prefer to rent out their agricultural land to other farmers in Urayamashin.

Related to these farm management changes, a new common facility was built in 1996 financially
supported by the national and prefectural governments, and 60 farmers of Urayamashin organized a
farming support group named Araseno Farmers' Association. This association supplies rice seedlings
for 75 hectares of paddy fields. The association also keeps tractors, rice planters and harvesters to
serve 23 hectares of paddy fields for the use of part-time farmers or aged farmers in Urayamashin.
The Araseno Farmers' Association has succeeded in Urayamashin, because its rural community still
18 active and viable.

Key words: rural landscape, employment structure, sustaining farming, off-farm jobs, farming
support group



