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Abstract

From the Nara period (8[h Century), a book preservation method called bakusho (drying in
the sun) began to be performed on the books mainly in shrines and temples as well as the
residences of court nobles and samurai in Japan. However nowadays, since few libraries
practice bakusho, the history of bakusho remains unknown. The purpose of this study is to
historically elucidate the relevance between the policy of bakusho and the other preservation
methods of library materials in the Meiji and the Taisho period (1867-1925).

The result showed that the principal preservation methods of library materials in the Meiji
and Taisho period were; 1. Bakusho, Pest control, 2. Collection inventory, 3. Bookbinding,
4. Disinfection, Disposal. It was also found that bakusho was encouraged as a part of pest
control policy. Bakusho was regularly scheduled in autumn (October and November) both on
Japanese and Chinese books, which would, after bakusho treatment, be stored in dedicated
boxes together with camphor and extermination agent. Furthermore, the result identified that
bakusho was a kind of work to be done simultaneously with collection inventory, and that
fumigation was first introduced as a new method for managing pests in the late Meiji period.
With all those findings, the factors that bakusho is not used in present libraries were verified
in the conclusion.
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