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LR A DT REMEAT S 7o 6 S e, BESLHIKEOEMIZ L > T, B OAFEELYE S
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BRIG23FIMP L, BERIFO) b BFETHEENEBEELZ L DL IR, INns T
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55 31T 1970 A b lh T » 7oK EFERIEECEA 1990 FfCIZ A > TE T 9ok s, BAETIE
¥30% DKM TEMELETNIE A LRV ETHE, 26T, KMOEEAI AT VL. B4 10
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f%%.it,Hmﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁml%%%ﬁﬁﬁ¢615K&D B LR L, 8
5121, L_rii~@}\BM7'% TR TR E S Y I NVT o ED, REREOBEE T HERIC
K& L, Fro, HELRFITHEALCLL B, BB E b3 3227 1 0ggiRit, 11
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2% o C&E7 (I - KB, 1994). WA I RH A ERMICER S0P RELRBL LTS
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4) 2V RIS A AR BEFEOHHE
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5514 RUL 1980 4E D L M A E 12 0 B IERF OEE L HERFRINIIR L2 D TH B, 1990
D LI E IR LG, bR R B Ty, R B G A, lm!i}iiﬁ')j‘, JUMHL T T L 72w
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T2 ), 20004 TUEREL T L JUN T T30 % Al 2 B2 H HAL, & HiZdbfEr )i
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TELMPo72b DN, 20024E 1213 79,800 A& e o7z, Lo L, £ OKREBSIZ40 KL L o> BE it 2 &
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BEETDY, BHETYCREEET o REY — CATEEL EORHD, REOMIIE o T
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EDOLMM T Lo Tnd. DL %, ﬁﬁ@ﬁ@%@%ﬁ%u Z Z T O RFELEGBH
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Changing Agriculture and Farm Successors in Japan

TABAYASHI Akira and IGUCHI Azusa

Agriculture and rural areas in Japan changed drastically in the latter half of the 20th century.
At present Japanese agriculture is suffering from various problems, one of which is a severe
shortage of farm successors. Farm land has been held for a long time by a generation of farmers
who engaged in both agricultural and non-agricultural work, and this generation is now retiring.

This paper analyzes the evolutionary processes of agriculture over the half century from 1950
to present and evaluates the sustainability of the agricultural activities with regard to proposed
farm successors. Labour intensive farming, mainly based on manual and traditional rural way of
life, was dominant in Japan up to the end of the 1950s. The traditional rural villages transformed
themselves into non-farming villages in the late 1960s and the early 1970s partly because of a
reduction in farm working hours due to mechanization and land consolidation and partly because
of an increase in opportunities for off-farm jobs and motorization. Work on their farms would be
performed in the evenings, on weekends, and during the annual factory vacations. In the 1970s
and 1980s the number of farmers primarily involved in farming decreased while the number of
farmers mainly engaged in non-farm work kept increasing. A number of farmers stopped farming
in the 1990s although they had farmland. Farmers who started part-time operations in the 1970s,
reached retirement age, but many of their sons or daughters did not want to take over their
parents’ farm operations. The 1990s can be regarded as an important turning point for farming in
Japan. In this situation the biggest problem at present is how Japanese agriculture can continue
and who will maintain agricultural activities in the future.

Related to this farm management change the following five types of farm successors are found
based on a review of the literature and government documents and on an analysis of statistics and
our own field research. The first type are individual part-time farmers who carry on both farming
and working off-farm. In these households, in addition to the part-time farmers themselves, their
wives and elderly retired parents often play an important role in maintaining farm activities. The
second type are viable full-time farmers who intend to expand the scale of their farm operations by
taking over the agricultural activities of part-time or elderly farmers. Some full-time farmers have
invested a great deal in facilities such as greenhouses or animal barns to increase their farm
income. The third type are industrialized or commercialized farm operations involving farm
companies and agricultural producers’ co-operatives. The forth type are community farms,
organized by a farm support group made up of village farmers. Very often national or prefectural
governments financially support the construction of common farm facilities to encourage this type
of farming. The final and last type are agricultural services establishments that take over some
parts of agricultural activities of part-time or elderly farmers. Among them, the second, third and
fifth types will become more important in the near future.

Key words:  Japan, agriculture, farm successor, full-time farmer, community farm





