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Thot:, TUWNA=FMET T4 v vaaa 7 MNCERNE =2 ) =Ml TI3, 19704
FRIA T BIRAHT BT, '
KPR TIZ 1T304 2 — A > 75 » FHERH & O BED S Th N rzh%, 1877412
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Changing Rural Regions and Research Trends
of Rural Geography in Canada

TABAYASHI Akira

According to H.D. Clout (1972), rural geography was at the core of studies in human
geography prior to World War 1T, but by the early 1970s it had been relegated to an inferior
position. However, as Pacione (1984) observed, by the early 1980s a revival in the academic
fortunes of rural geography is apparent in Western Europe and North America. Even in Japan the
countryside as a field of geographical research has become important since the 1980s, and the
subject of rural geography has expanded to comprise various phenomena, in addition to the
traditional topics of agriculture, settlement and land use patterns. At present it is important for we
Japanese geographers, who are interested in the countryside, to establish and develop concepts
and a methodological framework for rural geography. To pursue the subject this report tries to
analyze the trends of rural geography in Canada.

Initial agricultural activity in Canada was by indigenous people in the Great Lakes Lowlands at
least five hundred years ago. European settlers first cleared ground in 1603 in the Bay of Fundy
area in what is now Nova Scotia. Then, agriculture expanded into Southern Quebec from the 17th
to 18th centuries, and then rapid agricultural development followed in Southern Ontario in the
19th century. Prairie settlement and agricultural development took place in the first 30 years of
the 20th century (Troughton, 1982). Canadian agriculture and rural regions had developed by
1930. The 1930s and 1940s appear as a watershed between growth and accelerating decline.
Thereafter, all the major sectors of the rural resource economy, including agriculture, forestry and
fishing, and their associated communities, have experienced severe declines.

As M.J. Troughton (1995) indicated, rural geography in Canada has shared in the overall
growth of the discipline, which began in the 1950s, while rural Canada has fared less well.
Canadian rural geographers, in particular, have developed a sustained interest in the rural- urban
fringe zone. Rural-urban fringe studies in Canada have their roots in land-use analysis epitomized
by the work of R. Krueger and others on the Niagara fruit belt in the 1950s. Since then, research
on rural-urban fringe themes has been expanding and diversifying, but a few major themes can be
identified: land use analysis; social and economic perspectives; and applied, policy and planning
approaches (Beesley, 1991). In addition, one of the main research topics for rural geographers in
Canada is sustainable rural development.

Key words: Rural geography, rural-urban fringe, sustainable development, Canada





