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The Location Analysis of Large-scale Retail Stores
in Ibaraki Prefecture Using GIS

KANEKO Jun and KOMAKI Nobuhiko *

This study clarifies the location characteristics of large-scale retail stores, especially home
center in Ibaraki Prefecture. The authors created the maps of large-scale retail stores through the
utilization of CSV address matching service. We analyzed the store location characteristics from
viewpoints of sales floor area, type of operation, corporate strategy, distance from the national road
to stores, relation between the rate of change of retail annual sales and large-scale retail stores
location, and competition among comipanies.

The result of our analysis clearly shows that the expansion of large-scale retail stores in
Ibaraki Prefecture has much effect on municipalities located in the south of prefecture than the
traditional cities where the centrality of commercial function has been high. It was found through
the analysis of location pattern of home center that each company segregated or competed in the
market.

Key words: large-scale retail store, type of operation, home center, Ibaraki Prefecture, GIS
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