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From la ville frontiere to la ville transfrontaliere:

the Case of Strashourg

TEZUKA Akira

Strasbourg is a representative French border city, along with Lille. Both cities have large
spheres of influence as regional centers, but have been called equally “the metropolis of 180
degrees”. It is because their urban influences could not develop in all directions by the hindering
effect of international boundary. The name of border city (la ville frontiére) means that the
existence of international boundary determines the nature of that city. The name of transborder
city (la ville transfrontaliére) symbolizes the transition of European socio-economic circumstances
around these border cities in the second half of the twentieth century. Strasbourg, located in
European Megalopolis and also at the contact point of French and German cultures, is a laboratory
of European integration. Considering its urban dynamism and its difficulties of urban planning,
one can easily understand the idea and the reality of transhorder cities. In this paper, the author
examined the recent trends of urbanism in Strasbourg and Kehl, located on either side of the
Rhine river, both of which aspire to construct their urban future as transborder cities.

Key words: Boundary, Transborder, European Union, Strasbourg, Kehl
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