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Ultrasonic Communication of Rats and Mice: A Review

Kazuya Tomihara (Institute of Psychology, Universilty of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan) and Yasuhiko
Kondo ( lDepmtmem of Physiology, Nippon Medical School, Tokyo 113, Japan)

Rodents emit ultrasonic sounds in a variety of social contexts. In this paper, following de-
scription of surgical techniques for devocalization and deafening which have been used in studies
of ultrasonic vocalization in rats and mice, we discussed roles of ultrasonic vocalization in com-
munication during mating, fighting and mother-pups interaction. Male rats vocalize 50-60kHz call
during sexual behavior and 22-24kHz call following ejaculation, while female rats produce
50-70kHz vocalization during mating. Since the ultrasonic vocalizations of male and female rats
affect sexual activity each other, ultrasonic vocalization may function as a way of communication
in rat sexual behavior. In contrast, ultrasonic vocalization in mice may play less roles in com-
munication during mating although they emit 50-70kHz call and female mice prefer the male
vocalization. In fighting, dominant male rats produce 50kHz vocalization, whereas submissive
males vocalize 22-24kHz call. Both devocalization and deafening, however, resulted in no change
of aggressive behavior. Infants of rats and mice also emit 40kHz sound under low temperature
stress. Although their mothers utilize it to find pups, maternal behavior appears without pup
vocalization. We concluded that excepting rat sexual behavior, ultrasonic vocalization in rats and
mice may be a kind of by-products for physiological states in social situations rather than posi-
tive communication means.
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Ty b XU AREOBWED, HFABICIEH
HRREREHH CHAIBERICL>TII 2=y —
T a yefTo TV AT RBELTEH S Tk, e
HEES S, FO3Iasr—Ya YEREICOWT
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1) AR D —ERIE, T Aol ¥ — EERINGSBSREC
L BRENER - BSOS AT E (F-0038, L&
HIEER) B L OSCHE R MR & OB & %) 7.

ERBSEIRLEEEME L LTwELY, 7%
OPREBNTETOREGHEELVELTA, 4
Wi, F0 L) RRERER, FNENOWEED
BIETRICE TR EZAPKEP o720, %
FOEEDEND o225, METIHIFIFENEL T
72, L7=DoT, #NHDOFEICOVWTE—ED
CTEEDTBLZ L, GBIV MY UALRY
KBVWTHEE2I 22— a v OERED T
WET, ERICEHTHhALEDNS.



148 Ok K FE L H
Ty MR ADBERESIE, TOEMOLER
NTVAHEWEEICE - T, BESNLIEDOFRK
BEEEHRILL TW5A. 20, #RFhott
SR & BRI oW, WhITBMEIC T E
DOENTVEDOPBIRTH S, LrLEaENS, F—
OREEBBEBOFEED, B HIARNBHIZBNT
EEONLEELDY), FNEFNORAEEOESED
WA L T, BETORMIELTWSE S
ERFEETHL. b L, ZEBEHOBHEIFTRMELT
STHRVUDTHNE, Tv b T ADOBEHERES
DFOAI 2=~ a VEELEESLEL RS
B, BB LICBEEII 2 =F—
¥ a Y OMEIIHAIEE S L ICHHEICED ST
WhT, FRENOFEROMEEEA S L TE T
BY, FALEFHEMIIIBFBLICOW, 22T, &
BHRFEFEOBOaI s r— Y a VB ERT S
ooiix, F9—H, TREFNROFFEROHMIIDON
THRESTIVEFH L5 KmLTiE, v b -
TOACBITABEERI I Ay - s Y ORI
BLEMABEBL, 20332245 —3 3 VR
DWTOBBEETI L2 HIET 5.

B o & &

1. BEH

Ty b T ADEE LTV A EERIEH20kH,
~100kHz TH Y, L72AoC, BEEII =2 =7 —
T VORI, AL ZOEMOFE TN
§k - DM TRE LR EID EH R DLEFDH 5.
ok bHEAERICIE, BERTZIIERTRER~YA 70
7 #  (Bruel & Kjaer no4135, 4138% &) %7 v 7
(Bruel & Kjaer n0.26107% &) iZ#Em L, /N FISA
7 4 WV # — (Krone-Hite n0.35507% &) 12 & o THE
7 B BRI (20~ 100k HZ) 12V — A% [RE L, 7 —
7L a— % — (TEAC no.R-210-A 72 &) I28E T 5
(see, Geyer, Mclntosh, & Barfield, 1978; Haney &
Miczek, 1993; Takeuchi & Kawashima, 1986; Thomas
& Barfield, 1985). D &k &, Ta&RET—7 1L a—
¥ -3 E - BERESTEOL O AL, HE
WICHEFEE= 8 — L2WHEIE, Fyaxa—
7" (Textronix no.5103N 7 &) 2 H W 5. ERO5
M, &5y v K- Ax7 ba s 57 (Kay
n0.7029A,78007% L)X T BB H B, F o,
ZDEI%Ty FOBEREFEOWED 2D IZFHSE
SNV ATFLRELT, EIATRYAY AT 1 AV
AT LD DAF-10004%% % (see Naito, Arishi-
ma, & Tonoue, 1995; Tonoue, Iwasawa, & Naito,
1987).

i

%

B 5% 19 5

NG OREFIIFE ISR TRE & S0
PHILrL, RENEHIETCIIFELIZ . &
nicst L, ERICEMTEETH Y, £ OMEE
WHRASRTWLEDRNY b - T4 5727 % —(QMC
S 100 heterodyne receiver 72 &) 12 & A BE R EF
DE=F—ThHb., IR, BEOEBOBLIES

FrAUEBOEFICERTLH07T, 121310~
150kHz DEFIBICHISTTEECH A, Bl 21X, HED

#50kHz IZERETH L ZFDRIH 5 kHz T TOEF%
TRSIC AT S, ChatogEAy F7+—V
TEZY—FTLELTELL, A vURa—T12H
L THENICEZ Y —TAHILLTEETHA. T
T2, BESNIEFOREHERIIE-Z) &L
TWABAIE, ChTtHaERICZ 5. BNT
b 3 HFHEBECAFIIETH 5.

2. BIEFH

BRMOBREORFE 2 LT IHHEICE, BF
OPERICE L CHIBII v, 23a=r—Yav
BE T, BRE T AWMBREST TR, REe
L TR LT EGROREF 2RISR L TL S
IMEEND L, ERIZL-TE, TNHOEF%
DEETBLENH Y, F D720 devocalization D F
Mirfrbh s, /o, BEREFEOBREONIELR L
WBWTHE, SHICRTFUOMEIZRELMZ S
ZLEBHLELUTOINLDOFEIIOWTHAT S,
(1)devocalization

BERREF 2 BETHFME LCid, THEEME
(inferior laryngeal nerve) # I 5 FiEN b - &
H—RIIZITbNTWA. & b TIHFRBER 2 &
TZOMBENEOT S RAEHE, FHroa s b
U—)VIEESREEFE 5, BHEOREED T
IFRBEOMIR A # B>, FR4 12 Thomas, Talalas,
& Barfield (1981) (oW 2 Fik % T 32,

FPWEBRE TV L VBT S AT
¥ = Vi O I R BT IR 2L R A
EPTAI LI RBEDTRE LR AR, FiiH
bR DIRREIC X o T, #EREEINT 5. ZELLOREH,
THADLY 20 5 MBI T TOMRELZF Y, AT
DEGTHERECEET 5. FHEMBEMH 2 EFHIC
BoT3emZEWBT 5, RIGHGEET 5T, WE
HEHeBHSEL. SO, WEEEHZLEFIZ
RoTEYRAEAN, EEICHTTRELTELS
5 ZOLEMEEEHEHIVEOTL L, M

2) BB AR TN & 5 FEFR BT 1, B RR S B AT I
EEELOBE L2, ZOBEEY TE#HOEEEL
VAN
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BOWRIZEEE RIZTHEHH L O THEEILST
. REOBFICEGHREIRE FITLTE> T
2 48] o ] FE (recurrent nerve) # BET 5. K
mIfRENE, SEICH o ThRITL, THEEEMEEE 2o
THEEEICA S (K1), ZoRbE#MEES8L, 1
em T EYHRT S COBHALTITTICREL, BET
RET 5. BRUFMOBEICE, METIHETLL
L 2AFETITY, U fTbRw. 20 L) RFEMI
X0, BEREOTIR O LB EIR O EF )
FHEXNDL Z EDHL & EN T 5 (Roberts,
1975).

HRER
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MREMHHE

IR ZAEDAT

E1 Jv s o6 0882 5 5
M), EMEEAD S 40 U 7 SE AR,
BEEERO T % < <0, KEIWCH> TEAT
LCHEEE « FIRIRICE D AA TS (FE
BEHTRLTH D). REGHOME B
FUHBOEFTRIZ-2 ) B0, &
BwAIEAICE Y THI VT H 5 (Greene,
1935% & & AZTERL.

(2)deafening
TEEREDEE R iy, BEZEYIc L - TE
&k TiT b b (see, Thomas, Haroutunian, &
Barfield, 1981; White & Barfield, 1987). B &2
BHNEE TS AFy 7 OBRERLAR, S5IC
ENEBE7) vy TICEoTHLERZ LIZLE o T,
HEADOEBEANCHEOOTHE. ZOFEICLY,
T M, EEFMICS, ITEIIC S EERE 0
LTRIG LR B I EFHIODLENTEY, B8
D 13 40-50dB & RFE D 6 LTV % (Thomas,

Haroutunian, & Barfield, 1981).

F72, TOEPICEHANEOREREE O FEHI
12X 2 EERREOFE 2 LD HED B B (Borden,
Walker, & Latane, 1977). B/NEOBREER, * 7
Y — VBT TATS . ETEmOMAENI L o TH
Eagy, B2 B4, xiZ, aavtrx
EFHBER T P HICHED, SO BErER L
A NCHED L. BERBIC L2558, RETT
904314 2 kHz D& % 145dB TR T 5.

W %R B M

Tv YT ALBWTUBEREEIHESNT
W LRASNSE IS EITEIS T, WRTEST, &
TFTHERRSEZ &9%% 5 (see Nyby & Whitney,
1978). 22T, FhFhOBECHEI NGB
FWHEOBM L RS ORI IC oW TEHAT
5.

1. HTENEE

Ty bPOBERII =T avyOFRT, bo
& DTFFEEIMEARMITHED 5 T B O AT
BWTTHA.
(1) ADFFE
BEATESEICBVW TSN TS F AT v bOD
BEWEFICE, KIILT, AANOT IA—F%
PEATB O &AT R IC 387 & B 50kHz ~60kHz D b D
&L BB ORNIEEEICRE Z 222kHz Db O0H 5.

Ty POFAFEFELTVLXALHE) &
50kHz ~ 60kHz D % 7 % 47 9 % (Geyer & Barfield,
1978), ZOEE IR ENDL X ADIREEIC L 5T
AT 5. MBS NG A AT TICEEO®EA
ZZITTVA X AT BHER, EEREEAX
g A2 5E L) {8 T 3 % (Geyer & Barfield,
1978). 7z, FEFICF AHHOBBHEBEIZL>T
LIDFEREREN, TAMIC3EOFEAL H
L LOThETHBL L, BEOEBEIERD,
B D BT 5 (Geyer, Barfield, & Mclntosh,
1978). M2, TCI—HMEMBEROIREIZA -7
F AL, HEOEREIR (, FOEE KV (Geyer,
Barfield, & Mclntosh, 1978). F 72, £#IZ L - T
b FEF I T T 5 (Geyer, Barfield, & Mclntosh,
1978). L7z¥%oC, EITESH CEE SN 550~
60kHz DA ADEFIL, %I e EDFADOKRE
TEIE AR, androgen D & ) LRV E/IZE T
RECEEBINLLEEZONSL, LELEYDL, &+
Bk o THIICBETWMS LT ABFEET A7
® (Matochik & Barfield, 1994), androgen 72 25#8
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BHEREFZHELTVEDIT TR W,

ZDF AT v bDO50kHz DFEFIE, A ADFTENIC
BABEERYS 25, AALFTALHE 2L B
50~ 70kHz DB & % 575 % 17 9 »° (Thomas & Bar-
field, 1985), ZDEEF LT — TIHE SN FAD
50kHz DEEFR 2 BR LT THERTLIENTE
% (White, Gonzales, & Barfield, 1993). L L, 4t
5 D22kHz DB XFETIE, A ADREFIIFHFHT S
Z & AT E 2V (White et al., 1993). F7z, FAD
50kHz DEFE L, A ADFBATEICH 5 darting & F
T BT & B EIS TV B (Geyer, Barfield, & Mcln-
tosh, 1978; Geyer, Mclntosh, & Barfield, 1978,
Thomas, Talalas, & Barfield, 1981). L 7z%%» T,
F AD50kHz DFEFEIE, BHSHIC A A OMEITE R
L TIRERR LT 5,

D& BHATEIRITROSEE LIIINS, S v b
DA ATIHEIERIC2kH DREFAFRD LN 2
(Adler & Anisko, 1979; Parrott, 1976). + ZF v
WREARERBEZ /T CTBL L RBBLMETHE
HERT A LASTE D), FRBICREEZRTHR
FOEETELICL s TRBTHZ &0 5, 205
7 androgen I L o TEEBZ ZITTWBEEEZS

5 (Parrott, 1976). LA L7255, Sl d k<7

LI, ZORFEIZL - TE A ADTEIIE LI
IHY, TIas—vare LTOBEBEE R
WekEz2 L5,

ITATH, FRFAREWE 728 &|270kHz
D% % 7177 (Dizinno & Whitny 1977; Maggio, Mag-
gio, & Whitney, 1983; Warburton, Sales, & Milligan,
1989). FEBEORXZAZFTd %R, BIEAXDRE
FERLIZTTOT AIREETHILhD, RFA

ADRPNIA ADFEF 25| ERIT" 7z uE s

L EOILEMENE TR TWwAEEEZLNRTVWS
(Sipros, Kerchner, & Nyby, 1992). F /2, NLiW7%
FHIZL o TRV SN A A & OFRZRIC
LoT, FOFERORNZT T AOREE B X4
T EDTEB LI IT% 5 (Nyby, Whitney,
Schmith, & Dizinno, 1978). Z M X 9 % ZH 2134
BREVEELRETRL-LTEY, RIS
WBBREAMEIBT S & A ADRICK T 255 12 H0E]
& 1 % (Wysocki, Nyby, Whitney, Beauchamp, &
Katz, 1982). L2°L7%&#5, #E8ETORKEL N
& ZnSOuZ L B2 R OBFIEOMAE LI L > T
IRERT TEICHIEL, A ADRICHT 5 REIRE
ESINAATYH, EBOFIEARE—HIZL Tl
TEVETREICT 2 L IEE A A L AR EESNE T
BDT, BEFINY DAL o TH ADFFHER
BN TwabiicidhwvweZz b5nb (Sipos,

rse #19%

Wysocki, Nyby, Wysocki, & Nemura, 1995).

F AT ADFEES, T E ARV E S
DHEEZZFTTBY, FEICLoTETL, testos-
terone X° diethylstilbestrol, methyltrienolone 7 & @
& B estrogen D% 5-12 & > THIE T % (Dizzino &
Whitney, 1977; Nyby & Simon, 1987). & & (2R
THIRFTEF IC testosterone # FE X A {r & 1L ) K& F
AR ADRERAFEEELIENTELZ LD
(Matochik, Sipos, Nyby, & Barfield, 1994), #&3
ROMRAT T4 FIZWHRERIEICER L THATED

HOBEREEFELZFMLTCNLIDEEZLLNS.

ARATT ARG I DOF ADOWEEE I L CGEIFE A
R %% (Pomerrantz, Nunez, & Bean, 1983) , #®I%
POITENCG 2 B B8IL, TXEBEOL ATV, A
AWK BEFRIFERINTE LT, 7 2OMWTE
FROEED, v 0Lk ) el FAEOERET I o
=T arvEERLTWEPE) DEITAHTH
5.

(2) XA ADIEFH

HIZHER-L I, ARAT Y MITREIZ50~
70kHz DEEWEF 21T > TBY, FAICEEL
e EICEREELN, FOERNLEFEELS
ADIERIEDFEF L AL L T 5 (Thomas & Bar-
field, 1985). T DX ADFEFEIL, BEEOLT A L O
fillE A ) Tid % <, # A DS50kHz D FERE (White et
al., 1993) LHMEEL OB 2 (FE SN TR W)+ A
@ B\ (White, Colona, & Barfield, 1991) D I2R 2
LoThFlERIENS.

AADFEEBWARNVE N L o THEL2ZTTH
b, BIEIC X - THEEOHEEIX¥EMT 5 (Matochik,
White, & Barfield, 1992). &5 (2, JHEHHIZ Lo
THFEIFET L (Thomas & Barfield, 1985), estra-
diol & progesterone & S L TR 5 L BEEIZ
89 5 (Matochik, Barfield, & Nyby, 1992).

AADFEFEL, F A0S A ANDERERLEIE W,
BWp XL Y, FADAZKT B84 LFENICE
A5 2 % (White & Barfield, 1987, 1989). # 4
DT R EERTIE, KEFELIITIC & - THF T
Lol AATy MiE, IEE7% (sham) X 212
AT, AL HETEIET LA (EE -
SRE - EAR, REE). T, BERLOONL
BEAREZRTLC, B LTBVWIXRBFOXXR
DREEHMPED L, TR0 A X Ehr s
NEE XD B0k ORFEITH L0k
% (White & Barfield, 1987, 1989). & 512, BF
ZlOENDL L AZFEELREE LD % dart
ing#7R"T L) h DN, REFORFLEELT
KB ETDOLNWIZE S (White & Barfield, 1987,
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1989). ZHIE A RADFENF ADITEI = ELEH,
FNHTEMICA A E B OTHEELEETVED
72EEZ 5N TW5S (White & Barfield, 1989).

DEDZ &S, 5 b OMEIMETEIFIZIT-
TV A0kH T DBEREF L, ZOEFERY
ENTHZELICL> THEOKETHZREL TB
D, LdSo CENRIER AW EEFRI I 2 =F —
varviklToy MIBYLHESHMHEEERO—F
HEARLTWAEEALSL., —F, TAVEHERICE
T BH22kH, DEFICIEFD LD ZAHMEE 23 2
=Y a YERERRRODOLNT, dLaIa=s—
avbk L CoOWEXHLE LTHENIEFADND
AANO—FE R ERITEDOATHY, T LAHF
ADEBRI S B \VILEEIR 2 IRFEOE R & L TEH
ENLERLZONPD Lz,

—F, TUADEEDL, AANFADIEXFEIIN
L CEFEEZRTIEEELNERoTBY
(Pomerrantz et al.,, 1983), F ADZFEEIMA &S 02
Sazh—TarBRErAELTWREHEEINS
W5, I A AL BEFEIME SN TV N0,
Sy NDE Y BNFEBOFFII A r— gy
ELTHILL TW S E5RMTH 5.

2. WEBITEPEE

(1) FER L O R BEATEI ST

ATy bR OBEITEGE TIE, EEES
50kHz {3 DFEF &7 L, HALMEMEHI22~24kHz D
BEZTAHIEDFHSL P E R TWAS (Corrigan &
Flannelly, 1979; Sales, 1972; Takahashi, Thomas, &
Barfield, 1983; Thomas, Takahashi, & Barfield,
1983). HFICHMMEEDOFERIL, EMEE» L DK
BN LRERE 2 RLIZLELSCHBESN
(Ghiselli & Lariviere, 1977), BUEATE) D L ESHRE
& B % o T v % (Takeuchi & Kawashima,
1986). Z 0728 Sales (1972) 1%, Z OHALEED22
~24kHz DEFIZDOWT, FMNOREEZETEFL
%o ThEY, BUEEOUEITE T H T sk
oL@ L7, L Lo ERICIE, HEdEs
DEFELZBREL TS, BICEMEROEELEEL
Tb, BEMEEOBEITEIIZE(L L % v (Takeuch
& Kawashima, 1986: Thomas et al,, 1983). F 7z, &
LA AD3FE % HE L /2% & (Takahashi et al.,
1983) R RID & FITHFE S W HBTEROHKRE &
B 7 72354 (Berg & Baenninger, 1973) T, %
AR LOBEATEN IR R, INHDOREFEH
BEFHOARICRE. LTV EEINSVIOL
EzZbNb. '

X7z, EE X AR LOBETE) F T 20-32kHsz

B L U32-60kHz DI CHEFHRSIN TS
(Haney & Miczek, 1993), #+ A & ZHEARMICEL L /-
REONRY—VEELIENS, INHERKICT
Iash—v g VEERBIZERWL O LEHEE NS,
(2) MR BITEISE

F v bD AR, W - AR, BAEICKHTS
WEEIEICIHAT A, COWEREICBVL TR,
BAE DA ANEGS0kHz THFE L, A APLKRE
BT B L 22kHz DT EART & 91274 5 (Kolunie,
Stern, & Barfield, 1994). LA L7%A&25, F ADWE
EFEEZABRICIEDOTY, EICHBOFAMI A%
CLThH, BERBITEIIEDLY REZAZ LR
& (Kolunie et al, 1994), T OHBHOHEE b I
BITEFOHBICL > TEETERVWEZEZLNS.

3. BEEERGE

BAEFHOT Y Py 2%, BEPOHBEL,
HRET 2 EDZ P L AIZE 53 L #40kHz THE
9 5 (Noirot & Pye, 1969). 1+ v % 24H5 WM FH51
PHGEEL TS, FRZTTIHFOREEEBEML L
WOT, FORBIIBHEHAEICL5.0HEIR PLA
I, KEBETREOEHMYA ML AICERELT

EELNLE DO L EZ S NS (Cirulli, Santucci,

Laviola, Alleva, & Levine, 1994; Hofer, Brunelli, &
Shair, 1993).

A M VABOFOREEL, HESNIFOMER
BEFEET S I L1220 (Brewster & Leon,
1980; Brunelli, Shair, & Hofer, 1994; Smotherman,
Bell, Hershberger, & Coover, 1978), BEOFRE L
ITENIF OB X B2 X o TEBEM L % v (Brewster
& Leon, 1980: Smotherman et al., 1978) . B:#it Y
F—HOVTNPOFAB VTS, EOF2E
VTV RCEDL S TTRTOFIN LTFR LAT
B %179 (Brewster & Leon, 1980). F 7, EEHIC
HEOBZ A WERHEDOT Y ATY, EELRFHLEFE
B RHEATE) 2 R § (D' Amato & Populin, 1987). &
B2, FORMOTIEEHEOBED 1O IZFFHHE
TLTWEY, BEREK|LTRS L, MRKOLE
BEIE, ZoOFLThEFOF L RFEORNMAT
#) %~ (D'Amato & Populin, 1987). L74%-> T,
ERIIE, FORFERBOBETTEICE > T
HTWH WL THAD.

LcdioT, & LTRAZLIE, FOREFI
BEI L o THFOMBORZICIIRILOS DD, B
Fazazr—vark L TOBRTLBHENE
Zzo6Nb, LPLeDS, BFEFOBEROE X
B & o T, BEOMFITT 5 LRI D & 01T
BAEEEND VI HED H Y (Brouette-Lahlou,
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Vernet-Maury, & Vigouroux, 1992), {FD#BHFIEHE
FOH HEEORMETENCEZ AR EICE LT3 E
TEANER 72 A%\,

#

®

INETRTEZLIC, Ty oy A0HE
W I 2=y —a roifEFEdaEEFIEERL

LTBY, Fho0FELHCTHL LREE TOB

TWEDLNT WS, LIrLEDNS, FN60F%E
LD, 9y PRI TADKETIBEERERDSE L
A, BEIIasr—Yark LToEEEHID
29, v nnEnz L v s EROEBIKE
R IEHIREOFER 2 WEEIC—FHWIEET 5108
FoTWAILEFHLRER S/ BIZTy bO
22kHz A DFFEL, #A ZRETCLBIES
TBY, BEOEFMEFEOODLIFTEZIZ W,
L%, Blumberg & Alberts (1991) 2589 & 9 12,
HARD22kHz DEEF R FD40kHz DEFILX, v b
DFFFE X 3 Z A DBV TH AR EBOL L ED
BIEMTH D, L) OWEYZONS Lk,
2L, IS, I b OBEITEIRIORE NS
50kHz i D51, MBHEDEEFSEL, T/
FOEFRRERNENTAI LI > THEORRT
Bzl L TWwa, Lo T, ZOWBHE ML
IZR B N 50kHz DREEHER I, FEICH LT 3
Zaf—a st BEETHL LERTE
L, 0L EEaIa s —YavkRasE
A - LHA D Z AL, b NAEEETELRE
5 ECEBN R ERE R LTRSS, 4%
DFFFENT & o TENS OBIRIEENME DT Hh
WE, b b OSEOFE L IFBEHMIN L TAR
FIMENOELZRET 200 Lkn

5 B X ®
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