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On-line processing of the ongoing behavior of others in impression formation:
The effect of repeated observation

Sousuke Miyamoto and Mariko Yamamoto (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba,
Ibaraki 305, Japan) )

This study investigates the effect of the repeated observation on the on-line process of
observing ongoing behavior of others. We instructed 20 subjects to watch a twelve-minute video
clip, which featured a male actor and female actor in daily activities, and to make impressions of
the actors. During the observation, the subjects were instructed to press a button when they saw
an impression-relevant action and to release it when the action came to an end. In the first ses-
sion, subjects observed the video clip. In the second session, they watched the same video clip
again, and instructed to perform the same task as in the first session. Results showed that in the
second session the subjects pressed the button more frequently for longer durations than in the
first session. In addition the button pressing rate in the second session were higher than in the
first session.
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Figure la. Transition of button pressing rate (front half)
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Figure 1b. Transition of button pressing rate (last half)
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