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Regional Characters of Kanamura Betsurai Shrine Faith

Keisuke MATSUI

The purpose of this paper is to clarify regional characters of the sphere of Kanamura
betsurai shrine (Kanamura for short) faith. Kanamura locates in Tsukuba city, Ibaraki prefec-
ture, and Kanamura faith has been accepted mainly in rural area in the southwestern Ibaraki,
the southeastern Saitama and the northeastern Chiba prefecture.

To achieve this purpose, the author indicates general view about a character of thunder
faith on the basis of Kanamura faith. The location and history of Kanamura will be described
after that. Next, the distribution of both religious associations (ko) and believers will be
described, and the sphere of religion of Kanamura will be illustrated.

Though the origin of Kanamura association is not clear, it is supposed to be organized
around the latter Edo or the Meiji era. Kanamura association is organized in a rural com-
munity. There are four types as follows.

(1) Daidai-ko: 1t is an association for making an offer of sacred dance at the spring and fall
festival. Originally, the association needed to visit Kanamura twice a year at both fes-
tivals. Recently, the frequency of visit is decreasing, not a few associations visit there
once a year. Each member of the associations visits Kanamura by turns.

(2) Kinen-ko: It is an association to pray for the New Year. A form of this typed association
is not to visit Kanamura directly but to get some amulets for each member by mail.
Some of the kinen-ko have changed from daidai-ko on account of declining in faith derived
from farmar’'s decreasing.

(3) Nichigetsunenzan-ko. 1t is an association to visit Kanamura daily, monthly or yearly.
There is no association that visits daily now. The association whose frequency is once a
month (called lsukimairi-ko) usually visits Kanamura from March through September.

(4) Haruaki dantai-ko; It is an association to visit Kanamura once a year, mainly in April or
November. There are three types in this association. One of them is called shrine group
assosiation (jinjadantai-ko). The character of this type is to visit Kanamura with all
members of the association (somairi-ko). Some of them were organized before the Meijl era.
Remaining two types are classified by the time of visit. One is called the spring associa-
tion (haru-ko) and the other is the fall association (aki-ko).

The author illustrated the distribution of Kanamura associations in 1995 (Figure 5).
There are 254 Kanamura associations in four p'refectures, Ibaraki, Chiba, Saitama and Tokyo.
Ibaraki has 175 (68.9%), Chiba has 50 (19.7%) Saitama has 28 (11.0%). The number of
Kanamura association has been decreasing year by year. Especially, urbanized region in Chiba
or Saitama decreased the most. The subject of this paper is these 254 Kanamura associations
in 1995.

According to Figure 5, it is appeared that the distribution of Kanamura association is
dense in the southern or western part, mainly in 10 to 30 kilometers zone from Kanamura.
The outermost region of the distribution is about 50 kilometers zone from Kanamura. There is
no Kanamura association father than this zone.



The numbers of believers are 1031 in all. There are seven prefectures (Ibaraki, Chiba,
Saitama, Tokyo, Tochigi, Kanagawa, Aichi and Nagano) that have believers. Believers living in
Ibaraki amount to 878, and occupy 85.2 percent. The distribution of believers is different in
each region. Toyosato district in Tsukuba city has 273 and is top. More than two-third of
believers (182 persons) in Toyosato district live in wujiko region. Mitsukaido city is next and
has 155. Iwai city has 107 and Yatabe district in Tsukuba city has 62. The number of believers
is decreasing gradually to the outer area, and a distributional area of believers is wider
than that of associations.

The author divides the sphere of religion of Kanamura into two regions based on the
distribution of Kanamura associations and believers (Figure 8).

The first area is like an oval whose major axis is 50 kilometers and minor axis is 20
kilometers. It lies from the western to the southern part of Ibaraki prefecture, including Yuki
city, Yachiyo town, Chiyokawa village, Ishige town, Mitsukaido city, Toyosato district in Tsukuba
city, Yatabe district in Tsukuba city, Ina town, Yawahara town, Fujishiro town and Toride
city. There are two spatial characters in this area. One is to have a lot of dantai-ko, es-
pecially, haru-ko and aki-ko, and nichigetsunenzan-ko, the other is to account for more than 80
percent of believers.

The second area lies in the outer zone of the first area, mainly extends to the southern.
It includes the southwestern part of Iwai city and Sakai town located in the western part of
Ibaraki, Kawauchi town, Azuma town, Edosaki town located in the southeastern part of Ibaraki,
and around southeastern part of Saitama, northwestern part of Chiba. There are also two spatial
characters in this area. First, most of daidai-ko and kinen-ko are organized in this area,
second there are few believers dwelling in this area. Referring to believers, many of vicarious
visitors pray for their private wishes, and they are counted as believers. It is appropriate to
consider this area as a main area of daisan-ko. The author cannot establish the third area of
it. It is pointed out that the spatial character of this area is an existence of somairi-ko, es-
tablishment of branch shrine, and thinness of religious associations’ density (Iwahana, 1983;
Matsui, 1995). However, Kanamura not having branch shrine system, and the distribution of
somairi-ko being agree to the second area, there is not the third area in Kanamura.

This will lead us further into a consideration of universality of regional characters of
religions. Compared Kanamura to other studies, we can find a common spatial structure in the
sphere of religion in Japan. We may agree that the major result from recent investigations
demonstrated the way of regional division and historical process of the formation. However,
we can not help saying that unknown problems are remaining in this field. The author should
point out that we have to ask the spatial meaning of each sphere of religion, that is, we have
to ask the reason the areal differentiation has been caused or the meaning of it.

Key words: thunder faith, Kanamura betsural shrine, Kanamura association, believer, sphere
of religion



FHI

FR?2

FR3

57

S ) AL

ANENEE 5\ 88 B 44 ) 5 il
#hiE, 931 (Rom) 4, SHRW
REE - BHFECI- T, K
# - BENEME OSBRI L
THIE S Wz IHEHAR Ot TH
A, /MENOBEFI L, #
MEbLTH, KelGdsfe
LC, BFMEE G
BENTwolz,

S PIE M - BREOE R
BRI, & TBEE L, LT
Eh, IBE3 BISHICIThh A E
R ETH 5. K4, EH
ko ftEE N, #HHE %I Lok
DNABEHSIFEL, RNDEE
REMEENET 5. BAETIEHE
4A%3 - HEHIfThhTH
D, ZEICIEREDS L HLIE
L, ZHEETICED).

ST EMALTEAN IS BHF
ENdE o —MAICH BHF T,
1960 F THEALICHIA S ATW
7o, MZoVWoBIZIR, £EONMEE
APl ~2ROKESDONE %
b o TEABIE ML IC AV,
MTTHHFE L MR AR 2D, £k
EE L. EFEMo b0
BHEOZYTH BH, BETIEA
HEhTidwizw,



58

FE5S

FH6

B T e kAL
KALEEE LCELE LTRIA R
A, BHE 1mb0em 1T &2 - 72
Mo EFICKALZ 1Z 8 A, £%
OFELZHAOICIETCONS. B
BHiIo I dmEEMX OEET,
ZITRHAESHE; MBI T
w5,

BT X A BEORT
MBI CHIAR T LS BE A
BTIHHEZITTWwA, FBA
IZAZ DR, Kk LZiEng
NLFELEPOLFHBINTLDOTH
4. BEIFI99EDILHE L H D
HTTdab.

AT BIE AL © B R AT NI R

EH I FERIE DS E R RI250m (12
bizo T, B S BEaTHT
BREER T MES, EiH
Wik, SKANE, LEWIEL &AL
LA, & KM KERRETIE, W
MEELTWw 1960/ 1/NE
N OEPEB THRIEmS N, 4
H X 13500m (F OB F1H X 12
Bin L7z, WAETIIZEMERD,
SELEHOBEL L LTS
TW5,



	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061

