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A Comparative Study between an Urban Area
and a Rural Area in Married Persons’ Commuting Activity

in Kashiwa, Chiba Prefecture

Masaki KAWASE

Increase of the ratio of employed middle-aged women has influenced suburbanization of

employment in metropolitan suburbs. Gender difference in commuting activity, however, is

large in metropolitan suburbs. We have to examine regional difference of married persons’

commuting activity in metropolitan suburbs, for investigation of the relation between the struc-

tural change of the metropolitan area and married persons’ commuting.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the gender difference in married persons’ com-

muting activity and its regional difference between urban area and rural area within the

suburban municipality. Study area is Kashiwa, Chiba prefecture, located in the northeastern

suburb of Tokyo. Survey districts are Izumicho (urban area) and Funato (rural area)

districts. I collected data used in this analysis by interviews.

(1

(2)

(3)

(4)

The results of this analysis reveal the following:

In Kashiwa, the rate of employed women has increased since 1975. The rate of employed
women in urban area has been over the rate in rural area in 1990. Married women's
average commuting time is less than a half of married men’s one.

Married persons’ commuting activity spaces are different between regions within
Kashiwa. In urban area, married persons’ workplaces show belt-shaped distribution, {rom
their residential area toward Tokyo. In rural area, married persons’ workplaces show
concentric circle-shaped distribution.

Main factors caused of regional difference in married persons’ commuting activity are
accessibility to the railway and distance from CBD. In residential area beside CBD of
Kashiwa, most of the married employed persons are white-collar workers, because of
accessibility to CBD, which have many clerical, administrative, and professional jobs.
Married women’s commuting activity change as their youngest child grew up. Their
commuting activity space, however, includes Tokyo, when their youngest children are
low-grade elementary school students, because of accessibility to railway leading to Tokyo.
In contrast, most of the married employed persons are blue-collar workers in rural area.
Married women's workplaces are only near their homes, even if the youngest child becomes
high-grade elementary school students. In rural area, the relation between children grew
up and commuting distances is less than other districts.

Suburban new residential area (investigated in Kawase (1997)) has the largest
difference between wife and husband in commuting activity and working form. This point
is important for young women who will live in suburban residential area in metropolitan
suburbs, because living in there will be a constraint in women's working.

Key words: Tokyo metropolitan area, suburb, commuting activity space, accessibility, gender

difference
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