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Formation of New Sects from Tenri-kyo Focusing
on the Succession to Charismas:

Religion of Place and Religion of Revelator

Keisuke MATSUI

This paper aims to analyze the formation of new sects from Tenri-kyo focusing on the
succession to charismas. Results of this paper are summarized as follows.

Tenri-kyo is one of the popular religion in Japan, which was founded in the late Edo period
by Ms. Miki Nakayama. She became a kind of shaman after a religious experience in 1838,
She acquired a lot of followers through religious activities such as curing disease.

It is common that the death of the founder brings the decisive crisis for a religious group.
As for Tenri-kyo, two problems occurred after her death. One is a deep oppression by the
government, the other, more important, is the way to succeed the charisma of the founder.

Believers in Tenri-kvo were unsettled after that, a leader has formed new teachings to keep
the religious community. The most important new thought is that God has been staying jiba
(sacred apace) forever where God creates everything to bring salvation. This place has become
a center of the Tenri-kyvo’s world where believers dedicate sacred dances and music.

However, it was inevitable that new sects were split from Tenri-kyo. Onishi's movement
(Hommichi) had the most influence of all. It is possible to understand that his movement aimed
at the reformation of Tenri-kyo by his becoming the revelator. Religiosity of  Tenri-kyo
required not only the place of the real existence but the existence of the revelator.

" There are a lot of sects split from Tenri-kyo. Founders of those sects have charismas to
a certain degree, especially, magic religious charisma. Those believers hope for a direct
divine favor, which people want to get. We arrive at the conclusion that Temri-kyo’s change in
quality was caused by the death of founder, this brought the new interpretation of teachings
which converts the essence of religiosity from the reiigion of revelator to that of place, after
all, new sects have to be born.

Key words: charisma, popular religion, Tenri-kyo, Honmichi, sacred place, sect, revelator
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