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Geographical Transformation of the Lyon Metropolitan Area
under the EU Integration

Nobuo TAKAHASHI, Akira TEZUKA, Yuji MURAYAMA, Atsushi TAIRA,
Hironobu ODA and Komei MATSUMURA

Unlike in most industrialized countries, the urban system of France is a primate-city type which
1s characterized by the overwhelming dominance of Paris. However, with the advent of globalization
and the increasing integration of the European Union, it is becoming increasingly impractical to
consider cities only within the narrow framework of a nation. The regional cities of France are not
restricted by national boundaries but are expanding their spheres of activity into the space called
Europe. One of these regional cities has already played an important role in European affairs and
undoubtedly has the most potential to play a major role in the future. That city is Lyon.

Lyon is located on the boundary between northern and southern Europe. The belt of lowlands
stretching from the Rhone to the Sadéne River has long served as a major crossroads between North
and South. The city has also served as a boundary between Upland Europe and Lowland Europe. Such
geographical attributes are best manifested when relevant systems are developed on a European
scale. During the Roman Empire, Lyon was the capital of all of Gaul, and served as the hub of the
Roman road system north of the Alps. In the early Middle Ages, Lyon was a major recipient of Italian
capital that was used in an attempt to develop the northern Alps area.

Therefore, the transformation from a national scale to a European scale under the EU integration
appears to be providing Lyon with the perfect opportunity to stimulate new growth. Given this
situation, the strategy of local politicians and economists is to focus on the development of “Lyon,
the European City”. Concrete plans of this policy to strengthen Lyon's international role include the
development of the St. Exupéry Airport and the extension of the TGV high-speed rail lines to major
cities in neighboring countries, such as Milan, Italy; Barcelona, Spain; and Frankfurt, Germany.

The purpose of this paper is to examine recent changes in the Lyon Metropolitan Area in respect
to these trends. Naturally, the realization of “Lyon, the European City” is still a distant goal.
Furthermore, the changes that Lyon has been undergoing cannot be viewed strictly from a
perspective of Europeanization. Thus, Chapter II will focus on the demographics of the Lyon
Metropolitan Area such as population and industrial production. That will be followed by an overview
of Lyon's urban development strategy in Chapter III, and an examination in Chapter IV of
development projects in major cities.

Key words:  Lyon metropolitan area, EU integration, urban planning, urban system.
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