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The Mobility of Cross-border Commuters on the Border Regions in the EU

KUREHA Masaaki

The purpose of this study is to examine the mobility of cross-border commuters on the border regions
within the inner parts of the EU. The number of Cross-border Commuters is increasing based on the policy
by the EU, the Schengen Agreement, and various attempts by cross-border cooperation. Most of cross-border
commuters exist in the European Megalopolis ranging from Luxembourg to Geneva. In this Megalopolis, the
main destination of the commutation is Switzerland and Luxembourg, where commuters can obtain relative
high wage. France represents the main original region of the flow. French commuters go to Switzerland,
Luxembourg or Germany every day to work there. The flow of cross-border commuters is mainly based on the
economic difference between original regions and destinations. Linguistic environment also plays an important
role to push the cross-border commuting in the French speaking regions. The enlargement of the cross-border

commutation promotes to form of a new functional region which node locates in a border city.

Key words: EU, border region, cross-border commuter, border city, European Megalopolis
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