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Significance and Problems of Building the Geography Network
in the University of Tsukuba

OHBI Kazuhisa™ and MURAYAMA Yuji

The purpose of this study is to investigate the current usage of site license for ArcGIS and arrangement of the
Geography Network at the University of Tsukuba. The site license for ArcGIS was introduced to the University
of Tsukuba in 2005 with the grant-in-aid for scientific research for developing teaching method of geographical
information science. By the site license, ArcGIS is available to anyone who have computer on the network in
connection with license server of university.

At the same time, the Geography Network was build to promote the sharing and publishing of geographic
data. We found the Geography Network is very useful for the education of geographical information science
because anyone can access many types of geographic contents, including live maps, downloadable data and
more advanced services through web browser, and those data are available to the analysis using ArcView.
Furthermore, we can build WebGIS easily using ArcIMS which is a major element of the Geography Network.

Currently, we are providing many kinds of data through the Geography Network, but the number of data
is not enough as a portal site for geographic data. The future challenge is to create a mechanism to collect

geographic data continuously and easy-to-use portal site design for everyone.

Key words: ArcGIS site license, geography network, WebGIS, metadata, data sharing

* Researcher, Graduate School of Life and Environmental Sciences
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