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A psychological study of the fairy tale, "Three little pigs”(3): A story preferred by fathers and
mothers of infants

Toshinori Ishikuma, Shusuke Fukuzawa, and Masato Onose (Institule of Psychology, University of
Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

A questionnaire on a fairy tale, “Three little pigs”, was developed by Onose et al. (1993).
The questionnaire was given to 82 fathers and 94 mothers of children aged four to six living in a
metropolitan area. The questionnaire aimed to examine a story preferred by parents of infants, in
which parents made a story by selecting a setting from two choices, a development from two, and
an ending from three; and in which they also stated reasons for their preferred choices. The re-
sults of the analysis of their responses showed that a majority of both fathers and mothers pre-
ferred a “peaceful story”. No significant difference was found in any setting between fathers and
mothers. The reasons for that findings are disccused in terms of a less clear role difference he-

tween fathers and mothers in modern Japan, and in terms of their age.

Key words: “Three little pigs”, a fairy tale, questionnaire, parents of infants.
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