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Toward a theory of universal determinants of physical attractiveness preferences

Rotem Kowner and Toshiki Ogawa (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305,
Japan)

Among several thousands of studies dealing with the role of human appearance in almost any
aspect of life, only few have engaged with the very basic question of what physical attractiveness
is, and more specifically what its determinants are. This study contends that the vast individual
and cross-cultural preference differences regarding physical attractiveness are underlined by the
same determinants. Identifying the underlying factors of physical attractiveness, rather then list-
ing isolated features or measures, seems to provide an explanation for most of the individual as
well as cross-cultural disparities concerning physical attractiveness. This is a preliminary
attempt to illustrate those determinants and their evolution. It is suggested that the development
of human preference for physical attractiveness took place roughly in five stages. The first two
stages have taken place among all living creatures, while the final three stages are unique to man-
kind. These stages have been shared by all societies and their rudimentary underlying mechanism
is to secure fitness during mate selection.
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Manet iZ & o THDP N2 BT -bBF Y V¥
T, RERIZEMRE FIIOT AT A ROE LT
2 L EK, 40T -0 b s hi:
B ChoEBHINTELVWEEZD A,
FOEITFELENADIWEEAS. LrL,
DI3IBIH, FHEEELSICBVWTEWIE»R )R
BToTwbZ b, #LPEDLTHAH. Thbd
DL DPIHE D TEO R ISEBT Ak B2
FTIENTELTHHIN? SHIZWwzIE, AH
D B AREIIE T OFHEI R T A DR, HHERIY 2
% RN ZEDNTELDTHAHHIN?

A DBLAETEDOWD WS R FHE TR THE
2o HAFFRIE S VA, FOHRT, HENED L
A, &by, BERIED O AL ELT

DERIIMA»E Vo 72 EARN LB L > TV A
ZRITLbThrL2EVnEVSTHBET TR
(Bull & Rumsey, 1988; Cash, 1981). &@#H, HAK
SR % PAT IR LCAWTW ARSI, LiIFL
B %2, ¢TI SRR Sz L
BaLTws, —F, BERNBENDE VS TZERLD
LOERMEE LTWAHEE/-bIE, FETHYS
NTWBY Y TN ENTH o2 (BEADH
DREE D, BEOHEHEEZHRIZILTHE E
), HEARMBTEICEM S L L REHL T
B, B RGEIE, REN B E LA O
HEToTWA, BRI T 5.08F 0O
BT AL, TOBRHRSPHFRINZLIATH
x0T, ZLOMEHRIIRITARLNT
WEZENbPL, BEREIISFLTIOL I
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—B LI RBEHBE NS X, W OhDWZE
T, KHEDOE®FET L, FEHETH0ES
NTWBHZ b dEMITLONS. Niffe(1960) %
Udry(1965)iE, ZhZhAF )2 L7 XY HIIH
WO, ERpHIE, RS, BB OFFEEICIE
EAERE R RIFTE L VWIEERERWELTWAE, #
DIFMPITDH, BRI OFFEEEL, BFEOHSE
IZBITHHERERP AFEORCICHDL Y 2 T
WZHEERL L, 2% ) aEfE % b DTH 5 (Langlois, 1985,
p.35)y I E AR W E T\ B (Berscheid, Dion,
Walstrer, & Walster, 1971; Cavior & Dokecki, 1971;
Cavior & Lombardi 1973; Cross & Cross, 1971; Dion,
1973;' Kopera, Maier, & Johnson, 1971; Murstein,
1972). # L CZ OfHEFEOBEMEE, P DHE
DIESIHPH 2 BLETERELTWBZ L2 HL
12 L 7> Sussman, Muesser, Grau, & Yarnold(1983)®
HEWTH 2R TP LN TV A

BHARNEE ) DFE A R AT A O LB & 5
B, TOE) =B LINEFHD DD, —FT
132 DFERIIE) & D RSB EBN T, F
AR L o TR s TERENLDVEZ LR
TWAHI EZRTIEMD L. LT, KT, &
PRI OFF LA SR UF A BT B B & R

‘L, Z0L) BEHMIOREEREERT 5.

2, BENBHOIFAHEMAIICESIC DD
FARRE ] OFFHiE ST L b BREME RO
ZEIETERWEWIEHILE LT, éi’éi&wf
SE DR & EBRWT— 5 2D L LNTE 5.
NE D BRI %4k - 72 B389 23, A4 1E, Dar-
win(1871/1952) 1288 % 5 L W 2 525, ik TAR
DHEEIZE L T, £FICEkET RO IR
LCHAE LW (p.577)) LT a., ARDE
DFEHEIF 2 E T 5 Darwin D BHHIE, FoOB%, #it
RETEHEONEFNHELRLE. 2LT, Zh
5 DWESALIIIIZE X, “BWw” Bk “EENL”
B 3T & WA BB D W TR & R R4
L 72. Ford & Beach(1951) 3, ZMEDKE R /N2
A X% EORBICE T HEDFAICBVT, B
AL CIIFEAE—HLEWI LR RWELTY
%. [BEIZ, Viahos(1979)id AT 72 26 O 2458
B L T, LDE NI & B BEROKE A 2 BAEAS,
EHMRPANE, RFARS VT IO EE

LTHEEEA TR E2WME LTS

—7, MEVWERK 2 ERTOEOEEIE, AH
DEBETHRICISTENML, AHOBEEY
TR ZBLE TV OPDOEEBLETTE. B
DI DI BEIEL L 2D 572D LT

BEHFE FIE

(HFERBAFAT AT YRV ERWT), RIEOHEE
HEICB HREDHERNBE ) OFMEE—FE L1 &
ERERAD. WEDOEZHEOHEET TEp0IF
5 Z & AT E B H(Curry, 1916; Liggett, 1974),
RFEY T RNV R oA, NT » ZECE Tl
SEIIR e LTI T, Ry F v VEIE LTH
PITW2Z LA Td 5 (Beller, 1977; Clark,
1980). F3E, & W biF 7 A Y HHEITBNTIE, A4
DFAETPERTHAENEBHICEILL
(Garner, Garfinkel, Schwartz, & Thompson, 1980;
Orbach, 1978; Polivy, Garner, & Garfinkel, 1986; Sii-
verstein, Peterson, & Perdue, 1986; Yates, Leehey, &
Shisslak, 1983).

SEMERICETIHEERO—FER 83, &
B L EREDSIFET 5 L O—FDF m<%5# L
ML, WL DOPDEFFEIIE L DEKITT§ A AW
FHRERRATHDL L EZPIRL TS, Tabbif
ANEEZROTWS (H] 24X, Beck, Ward-Hull, &
McLear, 1976; Lavrakas, 1975; Scodel, 1957; Wig-
gins, Wiggins, & Conger, 1968). & 512, M L7~
A EZRT, HAVERALCE ) REFTVER
L2562 ERRBRIE 2 BT 7 80 % WIFgE T,
FEEBTHZ2 ) OR—FITA S N7z (Vaughn &
Langlos, 1983). Cross & Cross(1971)12 & o T4 &
N-FROLETIE, T, 4 ABIEOEL
SOMEIWZRITTHEIARON TGN, 22T
BRI D o REDOBEEG—M D b /2.
[FEEL, WOBARD Lo BEETYH, SilLd
—APHERLELVELTED IV —TDHREH
LEITN T/ WADBIROSHME, MAOK
FRREFEBOENE LTHBTE X (Wiggins, et.
al, 1968). b ) — DR DMEAZEE, FEELREICHS
1, ®»5VIIBIHNTRVWFERNREDND Y -7y
PEEFEZBICREL L VIERICEL > THBS N
%. Kenrick & Gutierres(1980)13, MLEZEDHICT
HDHIFWITBNI 2L 2 FEICET - TRELN
TERE DS, ZTDL D FmE LI b o 1 HH
BEICHALZMD Y =7y b (FRENSR) # AR L
FETHILEHLMILTRS

—AT, EOFTIIBITHFEEMO—KEDE
SRR LR SN, 5T, FhRNELOH 5
FEDXTIIH L TFADEDITE SN TWS, &
DL RFEDOF—HUIEA 2 ¥R EEDLLDTH
5.

3. BENBHORERERH
BUROFL L EL ST 21 HE, Ryfto
EMENRBIED) . FHENBIOFHIIK T HIC
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Wo TS5 DDEMERECELLTELZEVLZDL. #
DEAND 2 DDEEITEYTNTIIRED L Z &5T
X50ITH L, ®BOIERBIIAEREOLDOTH
vz k). T0L) RERERTE, S ERNTGE
BRI O DA, EBICE, Zhb DR
FERJEIC XD ERPWBIEIFITE RV, &5,
£ DAL BT HABROFHRNBET O H
12, INSETTCOERDOBEIIRGMI L A4
HBETHNI TV,

A. FBERYERFE (Instinctive stage) - EEMED
FHAPYELTOHR

Z DERBERE OB RS, AEEBIUHE
GHE LW 2 DODFFEFEB OBFICHER L T
A, FOIC, BUTRT L) RBEBEEND 5.

1. \HOITEEREIEN DL RER P A

HOMHIZE DL LD THY, EHEOBEES
BLTRRELS.

O. AR, REHSICRED SO 2EREE T
BIRT 5 729012, IS E (Darwin O 'fitness’
) A R ETERE D 2 A E LEEM S HE L
9 LT AEMEN D 5.

0. BEEOERABEOBHETET L2012,
M L D EOBBREFES D) 2 LEET S,

N. B0k, 20RICRAAEEE, &
TINVELTOBEE DLW ZEEDIK
12, BIEDER L, FLEEFEINY &L
TERT 5.

RO &) EERFIAMA I, Darwin O
LR Dk 4 20 £ 5200 - #LEREGRIC LS
BEETHLH, BLEEIHLEEIIBTAF—L L
CHEHRZZEFCETMECEALT, Z0EE(D
LU AEBRFI) OAFHEETI OREE & 7% % (Emlen &
Oring, 1977). HHEWLELE, BEFDHORME S
LAREROEY, ZLTEAEDERAMED LI
REOTIY IR 2 HEE 2 EH 2 BEICS 2 Tdh
5. ZOERIE, fEodmEiEli R, HHANDE
FRZ L - TULERMF DM 20 0h S R fafilt, %
BRI A O NICTHLOTH 5.

MRORIT Z ORI L REITASH BT T
55, #EALOMH ORI H 5 NEREWIE, 20
2 DDERWDDOEMY L7-BEOEHLFNID &
LTHAREHWTW LB bbb, T4bb,

1. EfGRS)- EARIRIRIC BT B AAFRED %R

AR

2. AEFEEES - MEREIRIC BT B ARRERE ) O
REME % 7R 4R

B. 4 RE¥KERRE (Ecological stage) -+ b=

ElHU EBENFI LY ELTONER
EHE, RENOBILOFREE LT, HinTEOME
LOHEATT 5. B BRI RN L - T
FEONTEIDDTHE. LTFIZah~N BRI,
B e ANBOMTICEDLLLDTH 5.

V. B0 EBELBEC - AREENAELE, LD
FERAL & N4 R 2 BRI FEND ) OFEA %
=6 L7,

VI. #E8EMH B D2 LREE, kA BARIBIR R
IR £ OO BICRZ 5250 /2
HLTWwA,

LEROEEPORMITEEHENLDIE, FKW

BHOLUTO LS 2l CcHh 5.

1. BEREME BB OWEL R T HEHNFELSHY

2. RSB e BB O BEL R IB R O
LA DL % TR T HREF A0 D .

3. EMZFE - B oS 0ERRY B4
FHPY.

C. ABMEDERRE (Humanized stage) -« $E1E

ShI=HRFFHY)

BAEOANBON R TS A 012, BioFERnF

DD LIFBESPICELR L. ZOBEILTORN
TR 57z ZO#ERE, FMpyieliat&E6 o
WHIZBOWTAMMMEOEEZ LOWTE A, A
RWELOFELEZ B,

VI. MOfBIZIER, WD DMIFR 2 F VD
HIBIZE 5T, ABEIZY VFEMZE - THR
BFEF»)ERBAL, 2hs 2 SENIMEL
AIENTEDLL IR ST,

. FREIAF VDML, BERBFEID Y Ok
1t, SELREL TS,

X. b & BB AF N OEFIH 2508, R
M RFRP Y 2L D& L, ZDOREHE,
HEDEHEEEATHS.

VoA EX, NEOFIZBWT, kD3

DDFELENELTEREN TR EEZLLNS.

a. AEGE L AETEEE) %R T

1. 2 SUTH D 7ot R B RIS, S (3
LD T &) 2R FREL.

2. BEER---- BRI, REHIROMEEE R A 2R
D L) eRT SRR

3. BRI — e BICR 2 2 B 22 Mk 4%
WOTELEL, MELRT LD REHIRITT
WwhHZ &

b. EH (duplicate) : T E1ELEEN 2R
I

4. R REE(REED 5V ITIET R
DN L) RIRT BRI
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5. LR NEOBEOE % T

VLT 8

c. HAOMSFE | AW HERT BEEERN, HEN
%ﬁ%%?hﬁ

6. Huf-HSBIEHFHRTLEE 2R
.

HERICHEIMTF ST, mtk, £k, 72 FL
S(PHICBIT D) & o A ERMBIE R AL % 50
THIEICLY, COBEFRELL.

7. SRESEELE - FEEE & OFL TR B

BB (B 2 X, ATERY, EEE, mAL,

FEH7).
8. LB IEHI L)) LA S0 e
1% TR YRR

D. XBA{LEXPE (Civilized stage) -~ EANETIL
L7458

N8z RE S #8r ki, ey, a5

ZE L MRES, HEARFHIOWELZ 253 &I
Bofz. INHDOELIZUT oL &S L.

X. WEUAMIEE DZALAS B AREIE T D F 50 1) OF
MEEL ST

XL BERWLELE, Wb h, flifEfie
EEMEE &4 R B .

XIL S RRAE T OBE& AN & N7zl i, B2
LHAMEICBITARLLHNIER TS A
IIEDLNBESNTE L.

N DO DOFERIZME Y, BRI IE—Z 0tk
KB LT OMEICEET 2 & 9 RO HIED
LbTPIBESRIZEVWR B,

1. BREOMEL- & BRI E > TR TW

L BIERIIE % K3 FERFEIDD

2. EWMEME---HHHKICL > TEREI TV
5 EME % R HARMFEI Y.

E. X#EHIE B (Perpetual stage) :+ - BRIDF

Ph)ELTORRE

SEHBELZDOFr, DL, BRICBWTZD5ER
BREA~NEFERE LA 22T, B0k (fitness ) R4
FLITNEEDPY)DIFEA L, FORY ML
‘95') Z il o7,

XIL HRBALE, BICEDOFI2D E LT
ZUE R S7ZICHED ST, ZOMIEIIRE 4
SRS CTRMARHIC L 5 THERE S h T & .

XIV. BLEITHETE & SH O 4 2EE~DOFDT
PO ERY, EDbiF, RN & EERNICORA
DNEDD(BVWILEETHY, ELWIELIRAEY
ZETHD).

WA DILHEN B EZ PRI THWE I &
WL DD DORRARIBERI R LB X A = A LI X YL

~MF %R & 15

oft

B & 1.5 (Bull, 1988). H © 7 & ¥ & (Snyder,
Tanke, & Berscheid, 1977; Snyder, 1981), B&{L¥s
(Byrne, London, & Reeves, 1968), )&% (Miller,
1982) & > o 7= B L B ARG DAZHRNG 2 F5 D
#%%ﬁ%?%fbmﬁﬁéh#%w@&é.i%
BREL B L CEROBREIOFZ LMD A ICHEEL S
ntk%%bb¢ INEDRAH XL, BERO
BEl ML, SO TAZ SR T - TX
oo INLOEBHICHEAE, BB Tit, Bk
FIRE T DFHSD ) 2B R A7 N DA LA hnis 72
YW ERZEEZE DR o THL I EHFEIPTH B,
1. MEE HHRMBHORECHETEEE 2
T —=LMer EARL L CwaiEE EO AN D
MW b B RN 22 IRE
2. AT LFFA T fEBIE R ERE L EER
7 — %At (Brigham, 1971). Z i, @A
BEHEML TnE, WHhiZRRROMRIER
THEZ L.
3. BELEK S, ThEROV— LR
SLFTVEHETHOEEE LR

4, BFENBEHOWFALZOBWNMIES LTEL B H
BRI OF 2500 12T 5 FE o — iAok
HABPELPII R 5728 2 AT, FRAYEET O IZ
RonbsA—@E R, Xk, B8R, 1L T
AN BRIFHIZDWTE L, FRIDPPDIELEH
LEREAHMCHIITAZENTEL LI IR A,
—EWTEAIEE LTRELREZ RITERETH
5,77 v avRRITCEA DN WERE 22 5.
MNEMNZE T 79 ay, BRICENLS 3MBOEREH
LOERMEFXNTLDIESNTZLDTIEH S
25, FOBERIIEBNLREECTEET S, 12771
12, BRBUES) O 4 OB RITTE EIT B DT
%L, TORERIIHIERZIFET AT &iF, K
BRI ICBE 3 A 30 bz & EAE, AAZEICT LT T
EhOFHAFRMA LTINS, DD XS RaHric
L, FERRUFAIZE T A AN E 72330 ki
EL, HMCERICLYFIERIShTHALEED
nas.
A, X{LEOER
SEMEIIICE 530EEOZ B I LT oMl
by 2o
1. LI RIC BT B4 b oY
B CHE—DBEWIZEUMECTH B, BRIk, A
TR BV IITERE DB W 2 E . A4 REH]
BHS O EMTHE AL DBFELEIFHR, $£7-
ETNEHELTS. ) —D20FERIZ 1 EH
AOEPEOTETH 5. #0508, HEIR
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2. HEHE - HE I ENER OB EF
=, [EHERHD. ThS0ERE, F0
HEMEOBEZ2HBHE (e MeH L BHE, &
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Wiz, MEWAHIEE) OFKO S ICER, B

BEWICHEY 525, N6 OETHOEERIT,
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WHE LARET 522 BBRLTL 5.

B. fAAE
SRS ICET AEAZIL T OMRE & BEb h
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1. |- BARICS /4, MMAETI &
BN LERELZENHSD L. »
2. LHENAHEE FELBERPELVWEHATS
Z, SELELBRNBEY(SRCHE, &
BO®LE EHT HIFAIERLZLDTH
B, THVoZe3fbRE V) X EAKRE
ORMEIL, CHFOFEEHIZ BTHI0TH
0, ZOENIH L TIIAEA R §EC
HhH. EENIEE BHEAN DT ORBEEL,
B RBOIT A (70 ) DB N2 % 80 i A 5
AR EBZEBRTE LTV,

5. ®E
FENBIOREREFHESPIZL L) ET 5124
B4 L BENSH L. HBWREIZIDE, ThLD
R ORI & - THIZEE 1 X ) BRI 2 ER 25!
ELBRETAHILATE, ELIZFDL D RERII,
BAERRLMEICASNE 7 X ) hOKREEDY
YTV BTERENLULEORYHEFEOZ LI
A9, EBEGEEICIUL, CoORELHS 5N
Fleg BBNBE, 79 vtg—, GHE)Z, ©
EXBREHEOTONLBEDE LAZIFTRL,
B TIERVALZDELAZRbLOITEHEICD
WULLFBY 2R 2 HoR&THA ).
R CHAOREER HH L2 hE T
DEFEW AL, BRI 2 B L R E,
REEFRNESB L VoD TEDLNRTE . K
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