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The health examination for infants and the advice for mother’s child rearing behavior at Sakura
area of Tsukuba City
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(Tsukuba City Healthcare Center, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

Key words: mother’s rearing behaviors, health examination for 1.6 years infants, environment,
mother’s stress

In study 1 some types of developmentally retarded children were screened in the health ex-
amination for 1.6 years infants. It was found that appearence of the retardation of speech de-
velopment has been influenced by their home environment and their mother’s infants rearing
bahavior. The purpose of study 2 was to examine the effect of the home environment (mother’s
age, sex, birth-order, number of family, dwelling years, house form) on mother’s infants rearing
behavior at Sakura area. Twenty-five items were prepared according to the mother’s behavior to-
ward child-rearing, and they were administered to 255 mothers of normal children aged 1.6
through 3 years. Based upon results of factor analysis, a scale was constructed with six factors:
mother’s rearing, eating behavior, indulgence, basic habit of life, attachment, and parent attitude.
Significant birth-order differences in mother’s rearing behavior were found: The second children"
were seen more difficult than the first children in eating bahaviors and attachment, etc. Theoretic-
al implications of these results were considered in terms of “Mother’s Stress” within mother-infant
interactions.
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