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A psychological study of a fairy tale, “Three little pigs” (2): A story preferred by kindergarten-

teachers

Masato Onose, Toshinori Ishikuma and Shusuke Fukuzawa (Institute of Psychology, University of

Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, japan)

Based on Fukuzawa et al. (1992)’s study, a questionnaire on a fairy tale, “Three little pigs”,
was prepared to examine a story preferred by kindergarten teachers. Fifty-eight female teachers
made a story by selecting a setting from two choices,-a development from two and an ending from
three, and also stated their reasons for the story. The results of analysis of their responses
showed that a majority of teachers preferred a “peacefull story” where cooperation was valued
and neither pigs or a wolf was killed, rather than a “realistic story” where a severe part of life
was emphasized and the wolf was eaten. An interesting finding was that teachers with 16 years
or more of teaching experience preferred a severe story while those with 5 years or less of ex-

periences preferred a peaceful story.

Key words: “Three little pigs”, fairy tales, questionaire, kindergarten teacher.
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