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Study on the relationship between ego idertity and separation-individuation among university stu-
dents

Tadanori Inoue and Yuji Sasaki(Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

To investigate the relationship between ego identity and separation-individuation, 342
university students were requested to answer two questionnaires: the identitiy status scale de-
veloped by Kato (1983) and Japanese Separation-Individuation Test of Adolescence (Takahashi,
1989). The aspects of separation-individuation by identity status were found as follows : 1)The
students with identity achievement status were mentally separated from parents and changed ob-
jects of cathexis from parents to friends. They established the boundary with others. 2) The stu-
dents with foreclosure status continued the symbiosis with parents and kept the ambiguous
boundary with others, being conscious of established relationship with friends so that they pos-
sessed a high degree of self-centeredness. 3)The students with moratorium status had little differ-
ence from those with identity achievement status and seemed to be on their way to the latter sta-
tus. 4) The students with identity diffusion status possessed a high degree of conflict of independ-
ence-dependence and failed to form the boundary with others.

Key words : ego identity status, separation-individuation, university students.
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D0HY FIENEEHEOZ LR (BEIIE STV
72007, BEGREELELTOEENITEVEEZ S
NL. ZhF LT, FA—MEReET b T
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