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Effects of personality similarity and self-esteem on interpersonal attraction

Kimihisa Endo (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of personality similarity and- self-
esteem on interpersonal attraction by controlling described social desirability of personal traits.
117 university students were devided into high and low self-esteem groups by Rosenberg's
(1965) scale. then they were required to rate interpersonal attraction of stimulus person (SP),
presented as similar or dissimilar personality to each subject. A two-way analysis of variance

(similar x self-esteem) was conducted.
The results were as follows ;

1. Interpersonal attraction was consisted of two dimensions. affiliative attraction and task solv-

ing attraction.

2. Similar SP was more attractive than dissimilar SP, regardless of the subject’s self-esteem.
3. Similar SP was significantly more attractive in affiliative attraction, but not in task solving

attraction.

4. Similar SP was more attractive even among low self-esteem subjects.

The results didn't support the effect of self-esteem on interpersonal attraction, suggesting only
affiliative attraction would be enhanced by similarity of personality.
Key words : similarity, self-esteem, interpersonal attraction.
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