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A study on the relationships between children’s social information processing and their be-

haviors: in the situation where children are provoked by their peers

Yoshikazu Hamaguchi and Kunijiro Arai (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba
305, Japan)

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationships between social information
processing(SIP)and reactive behaviors of victims in the situation where children were provoked
by a peer. Subjects werel05 elementary school children in the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades(53 boys
and 52 girls) . Presenting one hypothetical provocative situation, 27 variables including 4
domains of SIP (interpretation of the provocative situation,goal-setting, search of reactive be-
haviors,evaluation of reactive behaviors )and 4 reactive behaviors(permissive,rational and asser-
tive, emotional and assertive, aggressive)were assessed by means of self-report questionnairs and
a peer nomination method. Several sex-differences were found in the SIP variables and reactive
behaviors. As a result of multiple regression analysis, it was found that these SIP variables were
highly or moderately correlated with all reactive behaviors. Especially, search of reactive be-
haviors and evaluation of reactive behaviors were found to be important predictors of reactive be-
haviors.

Key Words: provocative situations, social information processing, social behaviors, questionnairs,

elementary school children.
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