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Young children’s understanding of the appearance-reality and pretending-reality distinctions

Kazuaki Sugihara and Yukari Shirotani (fustitute of Psychology , University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba

305, Japan)

This study concerns the development of children’s understanding of the pretending-reality
distinction and the appearance-reality distinction. Five-year-old children consistently performed
better on pretending-reality tasks than on appearance-reality tasks. Three-year-old and four
-year-old children did not. These results show that the understanding of the two distinctions
might be cognitively similar and have a developmental synchrony. The results of incorrect
answers analyzed in detail showed specific characteristics of young children. Possible reasons for
the development of the two distinctions were discussed.
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