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Effects of perceived competence on expectations in school age children -

Yoko Niwa and Seijun Takano ([ustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba,
Japan)

Tsukuba 305,

The present investigation was to ascertain the ways in which individuals with high, moder-
ate, and low perceived competence deal with evaluative feedback of an expected or unexpected
~ nature., A 3X2X4 factorical design was employed. High, moderate, and low perceived compe-
tence subjects were given either success or failure experience regarding their performance on four
times “mathematics test”
expectation” and “confidence for expectancy level”) were assessed. One could find that subjects
with high perceived competence declined the level of expectation in failure experience condition,
whereas subjects with low perceived competence did not increase the level of expectation in
success, and that subjects with moderate perceived competence had no strong general expecta-
tions for either success or failure, Thus more importance of studying confidence for expectancy
level than studying perceived competence as a predictor of academic attainment is suggested.
Key words : school age children, perceived competence, expectation, academic achievement,
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