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A Theoretical and Empirical Study on the Scientific and Unscientific Nature
of Naive Theories of Economic Understanding
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A Theoretical and Empirical Study on the Scientific and Unscientific Nature
of Naive Theories of Economic Understanding

Lv Guangxiao

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between the scientific and
unscientific nature of naive theories of children’s economic understanding. To carry out
the research, I first examined the results of precedent studies about the relationship
between naive and scientific theories of economic understanding so as to aggregate the
methods of distinguishing the scientific and unscientific nature of naive theory itself and
the relationship between them. Then, I conducted interviews with elementary school
students from grades two to six in order to verify the mutual relationship summed up in
the first step. Finally, I analyzed the relationship of the naive theory’s scientific and
unscientific nature from a theoretical and empirical discussion and looked to change
naive theories into scientific ones from an instructive point of view.

The conclusion of the research is as follows. Though containing some inappropriate,
insufficient and scientifically incorrect content in general, naive theory also contains a
significant amount of simultaneous content which closely mirrors the knowledge system
of Economics that can almost be labeled scientific theory. In distinguishing the scientific
and unscientific parts of naive theories, several variables, such as the degree of the
internal structure of concrete and abstract naive theories’, naive theories’ fidelity,
integrality and strictness (in relation to reality), the degree of cognitive inheritance
through the formation process, influence outcomes. Under such influence, scientific and
unscientific content maintain a kind of dynamic relationship, where the two transform
into each other by changing the internal structure of naive theories laterally or
longitudinally, moreover, the relationship can be observed when the naive theory holders
attempt to actually apply them. The agents that bring about a change in naive theories’
internal structure are considered to be daily experience and the experiencers’
consciousness about daily experience. With such a dynamic relationship, naive theories
either develop into scientific theories or regress into naive theories of a lower level,

maintaining a kind of dynamic relationship.
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