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How Pupils Make Sense of What They Learn from Living Environment Studies:
An approach to explore the meaning of living environment studies
through pupil’s own words and the Photo Projective Method
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How Pupils Make Sense of What They Learn from Living Environment Studies:
An approach to explore the meaning of living environment studies
through pupil’s own words and the Photo Projective Method

Daisuke MURAI

This paper recommends an approach to clarify how pupils make sense out of what
they learn from living environment studies. Living environment studies aim to help
pupils become aware of their own lives and use the results of their learning in daily
living. So it is necessary to clarify what learners themselves think about what they learn
from living environment studies. Therefore, we recommend an approach to explore the
meaning of living environment studies through pupil’s own words and the Photo
Projective Method. ‘

We administered a questionnaire to 55 fifth graders in Tono City, Iwate Prefecture,
asking them to rank what they believed to be the most important issues learned from
living environment studies and from their third and fourth grade social studies classes.
We also asked them to take photos that closely related to their learning.

The results showed that the parts of the learning content that pupils think are
important and the reasons for their opinions are wide-ranging. The comprehensive
descriptions in the questionnaire and the photos taken by pupils indicated that pupils
gained awareness of various issues in their community through living environment
studies. That awareness was incorporated into part of their perspective when living in a
community. It grew into a bud of social recognition that was fostered in social studies,
and a bud of natural recognition that was fostered in science classes.

As the above account suggests, an approach through a pupil’s own words and the
Photo Projective Method will help teachers to understand how pupils make sense out of

what they learn from living environment studies.
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