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Integration of Four Skills with Writing-Centered Activities :
trial in advanced beginners Japanese class

JUNG Sungmi, OKITA Yumiko, KIDO Mistuko,
TANAKA Takashi, BUSHNELL Cade

[Abstract] In this report, we detail the activities of N201, an advanced elementary
Japanese class. In this class, using student essays as a point of departure, we offered
a comprehensive curriculum teaching speaking, listening, reading and writing. Students
first read model essays, and after comprehension activities such as ‘reading aloud’
and ‘question/answer , wrote their own essays based on the models. Through the
model essays, students studied grammar, and then wrote to express themselves on
topics closely related to them. Student essays were then used as class materials,
and through joint reading and discussion, students actively engaged with one another
and learned the 4 skill areas in a comprehensive manner. The teacher occupied a
position as supporter and encourager. As a result, the students were able to take an
active stance in their own learning.

[Keywords] short-term student, reading and writing, interaction, NE]J
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